
Reading of the Week  
Monday: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18  
Tuesday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps. 67; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:29 — 3:6; Jn 1:29-34 
Friday:  1 Jn 3:7-10; Jn 1:35-42 
Saturday: 1 Jn 3:11-21; Jn 1:43-51 
Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 
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Mass Intentions  

Sat. Dec. 29 5:00 pm †Deceased Pitka Family 
Sun.  Dec. 30 10:00 am People of the Parish 
Hispanic 3:00 pm People of the Community 
  6:00 pm Bell Family 

VIGIL MASS FOR FEAST OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 

Mon. Dec. 31 7:00 pm People of the Parish 
FEAST OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD, HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATIO N 

Tues. Jan. 1 10:00 am †Milan Remington 

Wed. Jan. 2   9:30 am Jim Carlock 
Thurs. Jan. 3 5:30 pm †Mary E. Baltes 
Fri. Jan. 4 8:00 am †Marian Ess 
Sat. Jan. 5 8:00 am Marcy Lyons 
  5:00 pm People of the Parish 
Sun.  Jan. 6 10:00 am Adelaide Coulombe 
Hispanic 3:00 pm People of the Community 
  6:00 pm †Jack C. Nienstedt 

Saints and Special Observances 
Sunday: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, & Joseph 
Monday: St. Sylvester I 
Tuesday: The Octave Day of Christmas;  
 Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God; 
 World Day of Prayer for Peace; New  
 Year’s Day 
Wednesday: Ss. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen 
Thursday: The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
Friday: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton; First Friday 
Saturday: St. John Neumann; First Saturday 

TRUST IN GOD 
Saint Matthew’s account of the flight into Egypt takes center stage today as we  
continue to follow the story of the Holy Family. Once again the angel of the Lord  
appears to Joseph in a dream, telling him to take the child Jesus and his mother to 
Egypt. Joseph heeds the command and takes them on what must have been a strenuous 
journey. Saint Matthew does not give us any of the details, but we can only imagine 
what this journey must have been like. Where did they eat? Where did they find  
shelter? What were the roads like? Was Joseph able to find work? The Holy Family 
survived in no small measure because they put their trust in God. This is exactly what 
today’s feast calls us, God’s holy family, to do. 
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
“Octave” comes from the Latin word for “eight,” and since eight is one step beyond 

seven, the number of days in a week, it has long been seen as a symbol of perfection, completion, and new beginnings. 
Early Christians called Sunday the “eighth day,” since it was the day after the Sabbath and a day of resurrected life,  
the Lord’s Day. By the seventh century, people regarded the eight days after Easter Sunday as one great day, an octave, 
one glorious feast when people were forbidden to fast or kneel. In the seventh century, Pentecost acquired an Octave, 
too. Christmas didn’t claim the honor of a continuous feast, but it did get an Octave Day. January 1 is the oldest Marian 
feast, the Octave of Christmas. It was originally a feast of the motherhood of Mary, although for centuries until 1969  
it was called the Feast of the Circumcision. Our reformed calendar follows the earlier tradition of celebrating Mary  
as Mother of God. 

Today’s Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph is a modern one, instituted in 1921. Strains on family life 
then, with the world emerging from the first “Great War,” were enormous. From its inception, this feast was clearly  
intended to inspire people with an image of family harmony even amid difficulties. 

In 1969 the Feast of the Holy Family was moved to its present position, the Sunday within the Octave of Christmas. 
When Christmas falls on a Sunday, this feast is bumped to December 30, but is not a holy day. The Gospels chosen in 
1969 all depict stressful times in the life of the family of Jesus: the Presentation (with the warning of future sorrow), the 
flight into Egypt, and Mary and Joseph’s frantic search for their son in Jerusalem. The feast’s former place in the  
calendar is taken now by the Baptism of the Lord. 
—Rev. James Field, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Hopkins Catholic Youth Ministry  
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FRIENDSHIP DOESN'T MEAN  IGNORING  OUR  
DIFFERENCES, BUT LEARNING  MORE  ABOUT  AND  
RESPECTING EACH  OTHER . Chances are you have 
friends who aren't Catholic. Maybe they don't seem to 
believe much differently than you do. All your life,  
you will be encountering and often working with others 
in different faith groups. Ecumenism does not mean  
giving up important convictions for the sake of peace.  
It means we cooperate in talking about our differences 
and we celebrate our common heritage. 
YOUTH  GROUP AND YOUTH  GROUP ADULT  UPCOMING  
EVENTS: 
Prequel (7th – 9th Grade Retreat) 9:30am-12:30pm for 
those who did not register for skiing/tubing. Youth can 
be dropped off and picked up at Leo’s Den.  9:30am-
6:30pm for those who did register for skiing/tubing. 
Youth will be dropped off at Leo’s Den, but picked up at 
St. Joseph’s parking lot. HIGH  SCHOOL  PEER LEADERS 
NEEDED FOR PREQUEL . CHAPERONS ARE NEEDED FOR 
THE  SKI  TRIP. 
 
F.I.L. (10th Grade +) 01/04 12:30pm-01/05 6:00pm a 
retreat just for you. 12:30pm-6:30pm is optional for the 
ski trip. CHAPERONS ARE NEEDED FOR THE  SKI  TRIP . 
 
We are still collecting empty ink cartridges, empty laser 
cartridges (not toner boxes for copy machines), and used 
cell phones to raise money to offset youth group costs for 
participants. These items are recycled for us by the Fund-

Faith Formation   
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CHILDREN’S COLLECTION AMOUNT—$45.00 
FOR CROSS CATHOLIC INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH 

January 6th—Liturgy of the Word and Sunday School 

Happy New Year! 

Connect to St. John’s through 
the Internet 
Keep up with school and parish news 
through St. John’s Email Newsletter with 
a link to the weekly Parish Bulletin—

even when you are away from home. To be assured of 
this home delivery, please let the Parish Office know your 
email address. Be sure also to update the Parish list when 
your address changes.  

CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST  
6 INTERLACHEN RD. 
HOPKINS, MN 55343 

952-935-5536 

WWW.STJOHNSHOPKINS.ORG 

Toys for St. John’s Hispanic 
Community 
Members of our Hispanic Commu-
nity will distribute toys at the tradi-
tional celebration on the Feast of the 
Epiphany, January 6, 2008. You are 
invited to donate any toys for chil-
dren up to age 18 for the children of 
the Hispanic Community. Please 
leave them at the box near the Lady 
of Guadalupe shrine in the church or 

bring them to the Parish Office by January 2, 2007.  

Free Dental Care for Children 
If you, or someone you know, needs to free care for a 
child 3 years to 18 years, you can find information on 
where and when to obtain this care under “St. John's 
School” on the large bulletin board in the church foyer 
and above the Lost and Found drawer in the Kiosk. 

Make Life A Priority  

We may feel we are not able to do great things to save a 
life, however, it is often small good deeds that result in 
positive results. A client at a Pregnancy Center decided to 
continue her pregnancy after seeing a bumper sticker that 
read, “Abortion Stops A Beating Heart.” 

Epiphany Celebration of Lesson & Carols  
Sunday. January 6. 2008 at 3:00 pm  

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church, Edina 

Conclude the Advent Season and ring in the New Year 
with the Our Lady of Grace Middle School Choir and the 
Schola Cantorum Choir. Join in with the singing of 
Christmas carols and specially selected choir music and 
scripture verses. Refreshments, fellowship and activities 
for young children to follow the service. 

Sick Call Procedure 

Because of Right to Privacy Laws, churches are not noti-
fied of parishioners who are hospitalized or in nursing 
homes unless the person asks specifically that we are 
called.  If you, a family member, or friend would like a 
visit from the parish, call the office, at 952-935-5536.  
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*Former parishioners 

Alex Bachnick Bob Martinka 
Bob Baltes Rosalva Becerra Montoya 
Anne Bisson Marge Motzko 
Paul Bolich Fr. Samuel Mwaka 
Florence Bretson Mary Ann Nordaune 
Elise Christianson Carol Olson 
Bud Ess *Agnes Ongeri 
Dennis Faulkner Dee Waldron Otto 
Debbie Fest Milo & Chris Pokorny 
Gerald Forrette *Mandy Quesnell 
*Mary Hazlett Ray Restivo 
Wayne Hennen Gladys Rottach 
*Gloria Herzog Gen Sheats 
Rose Holland Cindy Gragert Smith 
Dorene Johnson Sandy Sperrazza 
Steve Krank Irene Turmes 
Michelle Livingston Nick & Christine Turmes 
*Norma Mahal Terri Vimr 
Joseph Mannelly Jim Walker 
Ray Martineau  

 
 
 

Monday, December 31 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 
SCHOOL CLOSED FOR WINTER BREAK UNTIL 1/4/08 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSES AT NOON 

7:30 PM AA—School Cafeteria 
7:00 PM Vigil Mass for Mary, the Mother of God 
 Feast Day—CH 

Tuesday, January 1 
FEAST OF MARY MOTHER OF GOD 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR PEACE 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
10:00 AM Mass for Mary Mother of 
 God Feast Day—CH 

Thursday, January 3 
6:30 PM Ensemble Choir—CH 
7:00 PM Hispanic Community Mtg.—CR 
Friday, January 4 
9:30 AM Junior High Retreat—LD 
6:30 PM FIL—Away at St. Joe’s 
Saturday, January 5 
9:30 AM Liturgy Committee Meeting—CL 
10:00 AM Hispanic Youth Group—LD 
6:00 PM New Member Registration.—Church Foyer 
7:00 PM Hispanic Prayer Group—CR 
Sunday, January 6 
FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY 
10:00 AM Liturgy of the Word—CR 
10:00 AM Sunday School—School 
11:00 AM Hospitality—CR 
11:00 AM New Member Registration—CH Foyer 
12:30 PM Hispanic Religious Ed—CR & School 
7:00 PM New Member Registration.—CH Foyer 
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Annual Apologetics Conference  
Sponsored by the Holy Name Society  
Saturday, January 12, 2008, from 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm 

Learn to defend the Catholic Faith with three powerful 
talks and a special Q&A session at the 6th Annual  
Apologetics Conference—Jesse Romero, a veteran of the 
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 3-time World 
Police Boxing Champion & 2-time Middleweight U.S.A. 
Kick Boxing Champion, is the featured speaker. Jesse 
holds a Masters Degree in Catholic Theology from  
Franciscan University of Steubenville in Ohio.  
 
The scheduled talks will include: • Why Apologetics? • If 
you died tonight would you go to heaven? • Did JESUS 
start the Catholic Church? Cost is $15 for adults and only 
$10 for youth 18 and under. Please register by January 7, 
2008; on the web at www.nomensanctum.org or mail 
your registration to: 2008 Apologetics Conference, 7429 
Hidden Valley Trail South, Cottage Grove, MN 55016. 
Conference will be held at the Church of St. Augustine, 
located at 408 3rd Street North, South St. Paul, MN. 
55016. Call 651-451-1212 or e-mail to:  
Apologetics@Nomensanctum.org with questions.  

Saturday Grief Support Group  
Saturdays 9:30-11:3Oam  
St. Joseph Catholic Church, Hopkins 

West Metro Grief Support Coalition invites all persons 
experiencing grief due to a death. Grief support groups 
offer hope and healing through education, listening,  
sharing, prayer and fellowship. Contact at St. Joseph’s is 
Audrey Borash, Pastor Care Minister, 952-935-1636.  

DATE SPEAKER TOPIC  

January 5   Dennis Herschbach   Personal Story  
January 12 Mary Chnstopherson   New Year, New You  
January 19 Lynn Dosch   Stories Along the Way  
January 26 Sheri Vliet   Rebuilding after Loss  

For more information, please call the coalition  
co-coordinator, Darcie Rodman at 763-546-4404. 

�� ver all (other virtues) put on love, 
that is, the bond of perfection. 

—Colossians 3:14 



CONFIANZA EN DIOS 
 El relato de San Mateo sobre la huída a Egipto 
gana protagonismo hoy mientras continuamos siguiendo el 
relato de la Sagrada Familia. Una vez más, el ángel del 
Señor se le aparece a José en sueños, diciéndole que lleve 
al niño Jesús y a su madre a Egipto. José acata la orden y 
los guía en un viaje que debe haber sido agotador. San 
Mateo no nos da detalles pero podemos imaginar cuán 
difícil debe haber sido este viaje. ¿Dónde comieron? 
¿Dónde se alojaron? ¿Cómo eran los caminos? ¿Pudo en-
contrar trabajo José? La Sagrada Familia sobrevivió en 
gran medida porque depositó su confianza en Dios. Esto es 
exactamente lo que la fiesta de hoy nos llama a ser, la fa-
milia sagrada de Dios. 
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

LECTURAS DE HOY 
Primera lectura — Los que honran a sus padres recibirán 
bendiciones y pagarán sus pecados  
(Sirácide 3:2-6, 12-14). 
Salmo — Dichoso el que teme al Señor, y sigue sus 
caminos (Salmo 128(127)). 
Segunda lectura — Vivan una vida de amor sincero, sean 
agradecidos, hagan todo en el nombre del Señor Jesús; vi-
van en armonía (Colosenses 3:12-21). 
Evangelio — Después que partieron los Magos, José tomó 
a María y al niño de noche y se fueron a Egipto para esca-
par la persecución de Herodes. Regresaron después y se 
quedaron en Nazaret (Mateo 2:13-15, 19-23). 
LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA  
Lunes:  1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18 
Martes:  Nm 6:22-27; Sal 67(66); Gál 4:4-7;  
  Lc 2:16-21 
Miércoles: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28 
Jueves:  1 Jn 2:29 — 3:6; Jn 1:29-34 
Viernes: 1 Jn 3:7-10; Jn 1:35-42 
Sábado:  1 Jn 3:11-21; Jn 1:43-51  
Domingo: Is 60:1-6; Sal 72(71); Ef 3:2-3a, 5-6;  
  Mt 2:1-12 

AVISOS 
Bautismos el domingo 27 de enero  

en la Misa de 3:00pm. 
Clase de bautismo sábado 12 de enero  
a las 5:00pm en el community room. 

 
Te esperamos este y todos los sábados al grupo 

de Oración a las 7:00pm. en el community room.  
¡Oremos para que los tiempos sean mejores! 

 
¿Cuales son esas resoluciones que hemos decidido 

cambiar para este año?  ¿Cuántas las hemos 
hecho solo con los labios y cuantas con el corazón? 

“Hijo Mío si has decidido cambiar de vida pre-
párate para la prueba, porque de la misma forma 
que el oro se purifica en el crisol del fuego para 
apartar toda su inmundicia, así será el hombre 

que ha decidido seguir a Dios, será pasado por el 
fuego del sufrimiento para ser limpiado de toda su 

inmundicia”. Siracides2, 1 

 

¡Escoge tu regalo! 
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