Third Sunday of Advent
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MISSION STATEMENT

The People of St. John the Evangelist Church are a
Catholic parish community united in the love and grace
of Jesus Christ
to celebrate the sacraments and our faith
to proclaim and teach the Gospel values
of Christ and His Church
to nurture our faith community
and to respond to the needs of those in and beyond
our parish through worship and service.
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ARRANGEMENTS

Registration Contact the Office.
Baptism

Second Sunday of the Month (Except
during Lent). Contact the Office two

months prior to Baptism to schedule
the required preparation conference.

Marriage

Contact the Pastor 1 year prior to the
wedding.

Bulletin Deadline

Thursdays—4:00 p.m. (1 week prior
to the bulletin publication.)

ST. JOHN'S CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Phone: 952-935-7787
Sr. Patricia Beckman, Principal

E-mail: tnelson@stjohnhopkins.org
Website: www.sjshopkins.org

1503 Boyce Street

Hopkins, MN 55343

SUNDAY MASSES

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST: Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 10 am & 6 pm, Hispanic Mass 2:30 pm
ST. JOSEPH’'S HOPKINS: 952-935-0111 Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 8:30 am & 10:30 am

WEEKDAY MASSES AT ST. JOHN'S

Tuesday & Thursday 5:30 pm; Wednesday 9:30 am (Sept.—May), 8 am (June—Aug.); Friday & Saturday 8 am

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confessions)

Saturdays 8:45 am




JOYFUL GREETINGS ON THIS
“Gaudete Sunday” (rejoice Sunday) OF ADVENT!

The ancient title of this Advent Sunday proclaimsis that the season of preparation for the
birth of the Savior—in history at Bethlehem, in ngyy of the Eucharist, and in majesty at the
end of time—takes a turn. Hopefully we have ddwegenitential preparation each of us needs
to do. We have turned fromhat is not of God’s ways through Advent resolui@nd the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. We have turned our lives more tal@eing the person we want to be before God and ehe.
John the Baptist and his disciples begin to discdesus, and ask him: are you the One, or do eleftor another?
Jesus responds by identifying the wondrous thirgedhrough his ministry for the blind, the disahlthe lepers, the
deaf. Isaiah reminds us in the first reading thase are the criteria that signal the Lord-Godésence. Let's
acknowledge those wondrous deeds as they are ddag, for us and through us. And we, too, will knihat Jesus,
the Savior and our brother, is indeed among usd v are more ready for Him to be born again thinous)

Have you noticed that the churchA8ARM? The boiler for the church building has been, finaduccessfully adjusted
to bring more heat to the huge space of the chuv¢a.thank our new maintenance engineer, Stevehi/rigowever,
did you ever notice that Catholic Churches hardirdave “coat rooms”? Most Catholic parishes gbaget along on
meager budgets, and therefore keep the church tatapeway down. So Catholics traditionally kelegitt coats on in
church for practical purposes. Do you suppose ildhave to create coat-rooms now?

Your generous Christmas donation will help us caigton our budget, which is slipping little bylktinto
the red. Thank you.

In planning to attend the Christmas Mass of yowia# plan also to join theRELUDE CHRISTMAS MUSIC,
% hour before the Mass begins. Our choirs have spdrd time in rehearsal to enhance our enjoymediicalebration
of the Lord’s birth among us.

—Father Ralph

Mittens, Hats & Scarves Needed

There is a lighted Christmas tree inside want to offer all of you a BIG thank you for

figw-

the church by the big window. But it has your greetings, prayers, and the BIG birthday
no decorations on it. Help me decorate it card you signed for my BIG 70th .
with warm mittens, scarves and winter God bless us all! —Father Ralph

caps for children or adults. Hang them
during the week or next Sunday for sure. They hbdll
donated from us to Caring and Sharing Hands, for
Mary Jo Copeland’s mission to the homeless.

Saints and Special Observances

—Father Ralph  Sunday: Third Sunday of Advent;
Las Posadas begins;
Mass Intentions Eid al-Adha (Muslim feast of the
Sat. Dec. 15 500pm  Special Intention ' sacrifice of Ishmael) celebrated this week
Sun. Dec.16 10:00am tDorothy Stannard Friday: St. Peter Canisius
Hispanic 2:30 pm  People of the Community ~ Saturday: Winter begins
6:00 pm People of the Parish
Tues. Dec. 18 5:30 pm tClarence McDonald ;
Wed. Dec. 19 9:30 am  fTucky Skemp Reading of the Week
Thurs. Dec.20  5:30 pm Jason Hill Monday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17
Fri.  Dec.21 8:00am End to Abortion Tuesday: Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-25
Sat. Dec.22  8:00am tMsgr. Robert Probst Wednesday:  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Lk 1:5-25
5:00pm  tMarv Nelson Thursday: Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38
Sun. Dec.23 10:00am tMary Madson Friday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Lk 1:39-45
Hispanic 2:30 pm  People of the Community Saturday: 1Sm 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56
Sunday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24

6:00 pm  People of the Parish



Watch Your Mailbox!

Please watch your mailbox for a
special mailing that will be arriving
soon. You are invited to be a Silent
Saint today. Our Silent Saint
fund is the financial aid fund for
the school. Your contribution goes
directly into the financial aid fund
and is distributed to families who
apply for tuition assistance to
supplement what they are able to pay. If you dec'tive
this mailing by December 28th please contact theath
office or drop your donation in the collection beskt
Mass with a note for "Silent Saints." The schod igtal
part of our parish and we appreciate your support!

Pro-Lifers Need Patience

To be effective, pro-life advocates have to be s=erea-
sonable people appealing to reasonable peoplecia-a
sonable way. Harshness is often counterprodud@irce.
life people need to strive to present their casedps that
appeal to those who do not share all their corosisti
Patience is needed. The immediate goal is to save a
many lives as possible.
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-I- Faith Formation
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CHILDREN’S COLLECTION AMOUNT—$49.95
FOR CROSS CATHOLIC INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH

December Wednesday Night Faith Formation Families

Attend a Family Movie night on December19
beginning at 6:30 pm.

mountain shames a molehill until they are both
are humbled by the stars.
—Old adage

Confirmation, December 16th at 7 pm—210th Grade
meet at Rectory; 9th Grade in Church Library

Liturgy of the Word and Sunday School,
December 16th & December 23rd

December 26th through January 1st

NO Liturgy of the Word, Sunday School, Confirmation
Wednesday night Faith Formation classes.

Enjoy Christmas break!

Be Patient!

“Happy the person who does not lose faith in me.’
With these words and a listing of the works
of the Messiah, Jesus answers the disciples
of an imprisoned John the Baptist when they aske
“Are you really the one?” Jesus praises John
as the greatest child born of a woman, but aldesthat
the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater frudmm.
Will you be able to be one of the least in the Kiowgp?
As the time draws closer, are you prepared?
Can you be patient? Can you keep your faith insJesu

—The Liturgy Committee
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-I- Hopkins Catholic Youth Ministry
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DisciPLES Now
Church is not just a building!
Church is people who love and worship God and bekp
another to become what God has created them to be.
Church is a place where we are valued and where
we are loved.

YOUuTH GROUP AND YOUTH GROUP ADULT TEAM
MEETINGS:

12/16 7:15-8:30pnQuest Team Meetingt St. Joseph's.
This meeting is for all youth that have attende&guest
retreat and adults who want to assist.

YouTH GROUP BAND:To be continued...

YOUTH GROUP EVENTS:

12/28 7pm—9pm Christmas Party Leo’s Den There

will be games, cake, and other adventures. Alsage
(including adults) are welcome.

1/4 9:30am—6:30pm Prequel79" Grade Retreat

at St. John’s This short retreat ends with your choice of
skiing or tubing at Buck Hill. (Does NOT qualifg a
confirmation retreat.YCHAPERONS NEEDED.

1/4 12:30pm-1/5 5:30pm F.I.L. Retreat St. Joseph'’s.
This retreat is for those who will be members &f Quest
Team and those who have attended Quest in the past.
2/24 9:30am—6:30pm Water Park of Ameriaa
Bloomington. All who are §-12" grade are invited

to swim.CHAPERONS NEEDED.

We are collecting emptiypk cartridges emptylaser
cartridges(not toner boxes for copy machines), and used
cell phonesto raise money to offset youth group costs.
Thesetems are recyclefor us by the Funding Factory.

#$




Connect to St. John’s through
the Internet
Keep up with school and parish news

throughSt. John’s Email Newslettarith
a link to the weekly Parish Bulletin—

even when you are away from home. To be assured of

this home delivery, please let the Parish Officevkiyour
email address. Be sure also to update the Pasisivtien
your address changes.

Dear ICA Volunteers & Congregation Members,

ICA is pleased to report that our fundraising total
for Housing & More is now at $102,000 of our
$150,000 goal.

You are welcome on Sunday, December 16, from

4:30-6 pm at the Trinity Episcopal Church,
322 Second St., Excelsior, (952-474-5263 Ext. 18)

an American Evensong featuring Carols and Lullabie

of the Southwest with the Trinity Choir and Orchast
There will be a freewill offering for ICA. ICA need
the funds to meet the emergency needs in our
communities. That concern is erased as people con
through the door with their gifts and share ofithei
blessings. Thank you to all!

Annette M. Poesche
ICA Executive Director

Alex Bachnick Bob Martinka

Bob Baltes Rosalva Becerra Montoya
Anne Bisson Marge Motzko

Paul Bolich Fr. Samuel Mwaka
Florence Bretson Marty Noll

Elise Christianson Mary Ann Nordaune

Bud Ess Carol Olson

Dennis Faulkner *Agnes Ongeri

Debbie Fest Dee Waldron Otto

Gerald Forrette
*Mary Hazlett

Milo & Chris Pokorny
*Mandy Quesnell

Wayne Hennen Ray Restivo
*Gloria Herzog Gladys Rottach

Rose Holland Gen Sheats

Dorene Johnson Cindy Gragert Smith

Steve Krank
Michelle Livingston
*Norma Mahal
Joseph Mannelly
Ray Martineau

Sandy Sperrazza

Irene Turmes

Nick & Christine Turmes
Terri Vimr

Jim Walker

*Former parishioners
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Monday, December 17
LOAVES & FISHES

7:00PM
7:30PM

School Christmas Concert—CH
AA—School Cafeteria

Tuesday, December 18

2:00PM
7:00PM

Vocations Committee Mtg—CL
Stewardship Committee Mtg—CL

Wednesday, December 19

6:30PM Faith Formation Advent Celebration—
CR
7:00PM Public Relations Committee Mtg.— SMR

Thursday, December 20
DINNER AT YOUR DOOR

6:30PM
7:00PM

Ensemble Choir—CH
Hispanic Community Mtg.—CR

Friday, December 21
DINNER AT YOUR DOOR

7:00PM

10:00AMm
12:30pPm

Couples Bridge—CR

Saturday, December 22

1:00pm Christmas Recital with Caroling—
CH

7:00pm Hispanic Prayer Group—CR
Sunday, December 23

10:00AM Liturgy of the Word—CR
Sunday School—School

Hispanic Religious Ed—CR & School

All Are Welcome to
Christmas Recitals

with Caroling

Saturday, December 22

at 1 pm & again at 1:45 pm
Many parish piano students

will be performing in the church and welcome your
attendance. All can patrticipate in the caroling!
Freewill offering.

Loaves and Fishes
Monday, December 17

Sign-up in the foyer to help prepare the meal dyHo
Rosary at 3pm or to set-up, serve or clean-up meal.
CLEAN UP HELP IS NEEDED FROM 5:30 TO 6:30pm .

DO NOT BRING CUPCAKES due to health con-
cerns for guests.

Monetary donations may be sent to St. John’s Parish
Office, attention: Loaves and Fishes. For inforomati
contact: Deacon Darrel and Chris Branch at 9523629-

Holy Rosary information: 2424 18th Ave. S.,
Minneapolis, MN 55404, 612-724-8929.



TIEMPO DE ESPERANZA
Hoy podemos deleitarnos con el simbolismo qu
las lecturas de la misa nos ofrecen. En espeaigision de
Isaias de una tierra sedienta que florece en ahaizdeon-
tiene un mensaje para cada uno de nosotros. Larfaal®
las veces somos como esa tierra sedienta. Dejanedsisl
olas del consumismo, que se apoderan de tantoabsos-
ban. Buscamos realizarnos en las cosas que ebdinede
comprar. Lamentablemente, esto nos deja como ema ti
baldia, sedienta de algo que el dinero no pued@iEm
Este tiempo sagrado tiene mucho que ofrecer paiarsa
nuestra sed. En una palabra, este tiempo ofreescema.
Se nos dice que los rescatados por Dios conockgiz@
y la dicha. Para ellos, la pena y la afliccion Baktermina-
do. Tengamos esperanza en estas promesas.

LECTURAS DE HOY

Primera lectura — jSean fuertes, no teman! Su Dios vi
ne a salvarlos. Los redimidos del Sefior seran el
con alegria eterna (Isaias 35:1-8a, 10).

Salmo— Ven, Sefior, a salvarnos (Salmo 146(145))
Segunda lectura— Sean también pacientes y valientes
porque la venida del Sefior esta cerca (Santiagh®:7
Evangelio— “¢ Eres tu él que debe venir o tenemos qu
esperar a otro?” Jesus les contestd, “Vayan y entna
Juan lo que han visto y oido” (Mateo 11:2-11).

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA

Lunes: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17

Martes: Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-25

Miércoles: Jue 13:2-7, 24-25a; Lc 1:5-25

Jueves: Is 7:10-14; Lc 1:26-38

Viernes: Cant 2:8-14 o Sof 3:14-18a; Lc 1:39-45
Sabado: 1 Sm 1:24-28; Lc 1:46-56

Domingo: Is 7:10-14; Sal 24(23); Rom 1:1-7;

Mt 1:18-24
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AVISOS

VIGILANDO Y ESPERANDO
En su amor Cristo nos concede ahora preparar
con alegria al misterio de su nacimiento, para e
contrarnos asi, cuando llegue, velando en oraci
cantando su alabanza.

RADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE

La tradicion mexicana de las Posadas se
acompafa de las tradicionales pifiatas. Aunque
pifatas de animales y caricaturas, la pifiata @igis
una estrella con siete picos.

La pifiata llega al continente con los misio
ros agustinos procedentes de Espafia, mismos g
habian recibido de italianos; y éstos, a su veabia
tuvieron de Marco Polo quien conocié decoracio
de animales coloridos en China. El asociar la pifi
con las Posadas viene de la cultura Nahuatl quie
celebraban a Huitzilopochtli (dios de la guerrd) de
17 al 26 de diciembre. Estos ponian cazuelas de
decoradas con listones y plumas sobre palos en ¢
templo. Al romperlas, tesoros y alhajas caian a lo
pies de su dios.

Los misioneros mezclaron las dos costu
bres para la catequesis. La estrella de siete peos
presenta al diablo y los 7 pecados capitales, naig
gue la venda en los ojos es la fe en Cristo. El det
pegarle a la pifiata son nuestros esfuerzos ciistia
pesar de las desorientaciones que trae la vida: R
per la pifiata es estar bafiado con la gracia déti£s
tu Santo y recibir los dones de Dios.

¢ Te gustaria tener una misa el martes
25 de diciembre?

Contacta a los servidores y dale tu opinion.



