
Congratulations on your engagement!

Celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage at St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church
Preparing for your wedding day is an exciting and wonderful time in the life of a man and woman in love.  The staff at St. John’s shares in your excitement and looks forward to helping you celebrate your wedding day.  Our faith teaches us that it is a profound joy to enter into the Sacrament of Marriage.  The Sacrament of Marriage is a living reflection of God’s love.  As the bride and groom, you mirror that reflection of love to each other as well as to all God’s people as you live this Sacrament for the rest of your lives.  Your marriage is a living example of the marriage between Christ and His Church.  The guidelines that follow are designed to help you in preparing for this most important event of your life.

Rev. Jim Liekhus, Pastor

One year to 6 months before the Wedding
Step 1: Call for Wedding Information
Call the office at St. John the Evangelist for wedding information.
· All of the following must apply before a tentative date can be set:
· Either the bride or the groom or one of the parents has been a registered St. John the Evangelist parishioner for at least 6 months before the wedding date may be set, or the bride or groom is living within the parish boundaries, or they have received permission from the pastor to have their wedding at St. John the Evangelist.
· If either person has been previously married and has not received an annulment, no wedding date can be set.  An annulment decree must be obtained before any wedding preparation can begin.
· Catechism of the Catholic Church, #2391: “Some today claim a ‘right to a trial marriage’ where there is an intention of getting married later.  However firm the purpose of those who engage in premature sexual relations may be, ‘the fact is that such liaisons can scarcely ensure mutual sincerity and fidelity in a relationship between a man and a woman, nor, especially, can they protect it from inconstancy of desires or whim.’  Carnal union is morally legitimate only when a definitive community of life between a man and woman has been established.  Human love does not tolerate ‘trial marriages.’  It demands a total and definitive gift of persons to one another.”  Therefore, St. John the Evangelist asks that couples maintain separate residences prior to marriage, and presumes the couple’s intention to practice chastity, given that they are asking God to bless their union.
· Return the completed Initial Interview Forms (included in this packet) to the parish office.
· The traditional times for weddings at St. John the Evangelist are:
· Friday evening at 6:00 pm and Saturday at 2:00 pm.
· St. John the Evangelist no longer charges a fee for weddings.  It is a part of our mission to prepare our engaged couples to live a holy marriage, and to unite them for life in the celebration of the sacrament of matrimony.  We are grateful for any donation you wish to make to the parish, but that is completely up to you.  Please note, however, that our musicians are professionals, and they do charge a fee for their services.
6 months before the Wedding
Step 2: Gathering Documents

Baptismal Certificates
Provide the church with a Baptismal Certificate and, if Catholic, evidence of receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation, dated within six months of your wedding date.  These may be obtained from the church where the baptism took place.  A notation on the baptismal certificate stating that you are confirmed is sufficient.

Freedom to Marry Form
If the couple is not a personal friend of the priest, then a parent, close friend, or relative of each spouse must complete a Freedom to Marry form, testifying that a previous marriage has never been contracted.

Dispensations
Interfaith marriages require a dispensation from the archdiocese in which the couple has permanent residence for more than six months.  The Catholic spouse will be asked to sign a promise that he/she will a) continue to practice the Catholic faith, and b) do his/her best to share the faith he/she has received with his/her children by having them baptized and educated as Catholics.  (Note that it doesn’t say the Catholic will ensure that the children are raised Catholics, but that he/she will do his/her best to share the Catholic faith and have them baptized and raised Catholic.)

All coupes have the option of either celebrating their wedding within the context of the Mass, or celebrating it outside of Mass.  According to the Church’s Rite of Marriage, in a marriage between a Catholic and a non-Catholic, the rite of marriage outside Mass is recommended.  This is so that the division between the Christian faiths is not accentuated by having only one spouse be able to receive Holy Communion.

Step 3: Confirming your Wedding Date
Your wedding date will be confirmed when the following items have been received:
· Guest Priest Form signed (if applicable) (Form C)
· Bride and Groom Initial Interview Form (Forms A & B)
· Signed contract (Form D)
6 months before the Wedding

Step 4: Marriage Preparation Program

For those being prepared at St. John the Evangelist

You will meet with either Fr. Liekhus or one of the deacons from our parish 4-6 times to help you prepare for marriage.  You will take the FOCCUS or PREPARE inventory, which will be used during your marriage preparation to determine what you have already discussed, what you still need to discuss, and what you need to discuss with a priest.
After you have discussed the marriage inventory, you will read the book Holy Sex!: A Catholic Guide to Toe-Curling, Mind-Blowing, Infallible Loving by Gregory Popcak, and discuss it with Fr. Liekhus.
Step 5: Register for Engaged Couples Retreat
The Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis offers weekend and evening Engaged Couple Retreats.  A brochure with information and registration is included in this packet.  You can also go to their website: http://www.archspm.org/family/welcome_home.html  The inventory results should be completely discussed before the retreat.

Step 6: Attend a Series of Natural Family Planning Courses

Catechism of the Catholic Church, #2370: Methods of birth regulation based on self-observation and the use of infertile periods is in conformity with the objective criteria of morality.  These methods respect the bodies of the spouses, encourage tenderness between them, and favor the education of an authentic freedom.  The use of contraception is intrinsically evil.  
Natural Family Planning (NFP) is an umbrella term for these methods of birth regulation.  These methods are based on observation of the naturally occurring signs and symptoms of the fertile and infertile phases of a woman's menstrual cycle.  NFP is not the Rhythm (or Calendar) method, which was developed in the 1930s, and based on the theory that the time of next ovulation could be determined by calculating previous menstrual cycles. This method often proved inaccurate because of the unique nature of each woman's menstrual cycle.  NFP methods, in contrast, are based on day-to-day observations of the naturally occurring signs and symptoms of the fertile and infertile phases of the menstrual cycle.  NFP methods take advantage of the changes associated with ovulation, treating each cycle as unique.  Couples using NFP to avoid pregnancy abstain from intercourse during the fertile phase of the woman's cycle. Couples who wish to achieve a pregnancy can also take advantage of the fertile time of the cycle.  Information on registering for NFP courses is included in this packet.
3-4 months before the Wedding


Step 6: Planning the Wedding Liturgy
· Enclosed is a packet that will assist you in planning your wedding liturgy.

· Begin looking at the Scriptures for the liturgy.  You will need a reading from the Old Testament, the New Testament, and the Gospels.

· Contact the musicians, photographer and florist.

Musicians
· As with all sacramental celebrations at St. John the Evangelist, it is our responsibility to maintain the principles set forth in the Church’s documents of the liturgy.  Only Church liturgical music may be performed at St. John the Evangelist weddings.

· We require that you hire our professional musicians for your wedding.
· You may use a family member or friend for solos; however, unless your soloist cantors professionally at another Catholic Church, you must also hire one of our cantors to sing the Mass parts and the responsorial psalm.

· Please see page 10 of the Liturgy Wedding Planning packet included in this folder for musician contact information and fees.

3-4 months before the Wedding



Photographer
· Please give this information to the photographer.  They must comply with the church rules.

· No flash photography after the entrance procession.

· The times available for photography are as follows:

· Friday Wedding – 2:00-5:30 pm

· Saturday Wedding – 10:00 am – 1:30 pm

· St. John the Evangelist has regularly scheduled Mass and confession time from 8:00 -9:30 am, and 5:00-6:00 pm on Saturday.  Wedding photographs are not to interfere with those times.

· In the case that a funeral is scheduled for Saturday morning, the funeral will take priority over wedding pictures.  The funerals start at 10:00 and are usually over by 11:00.

Florist
· Please give this information to the florist.

· Decoration information:

· Nothing in the sanctuary may be moved or altered.  No permanent nails, tacks, or tape may be used on the furniture, pews or any interior/exterior doors.

· The church has a wedding/unity candle stand available for your use.  When you purchase a wedding candle, be sure it is 3 inches in diameter to fit the stand.

· The main aisle is 60 feet long.  If you plan to use an aisle runner, be sure to order one that is the proper length.

· There are 13 pews on each side of the main aisle.  
· The church gladly accepts if you wish to leave the sanctuary flowers for use at our weekend Masses.

1-2 months before the Wedding


Step 7:

· Obtain marriage license

A state marriage license must be obtained at least two weeks before the wedding date.  Marriage licenses are valid for six months.  The state of Minnesota passed a premarital education bill that reduces the marriage license fee for completion of 12 hours of premarital education.  Once the couple has completed the premarital preparation process and the archdiocesan required pre-marriage retreat, have the priest or deacon sign the reduced marriage fee educators statement included in this packet.

· Schedule final meetings with priest

Bring with you to this meeting:

1. Marriage License

2. Retreat Certificate

3. Wedding Planning Sheet

Step 8: Finalize Liturgy
Finalize your wedding program and get final approval by the priest.

Confirm the time of your rehearsal with the celebrant and the parish office.

Week of the Wedding




Step 9: The Wedding Rehearsal
All members of the wedding party and all those participating in the liturgy, including the ushers, readers and altar servers, must attend the rehearsal.

Bring a copy of the Scripture readings, prayers of the faithful, and the wedding program to the rehearsal.

Day of the Wedding






Parish Policies
The Blessed Sacrament is present at all times in the church.  It is our Catholic belief that the Eucharist is the real presence of Christ.  Therefore, we ask all guests and members of the wedding party to be mindful that they are in Christ’s presence while in the church, and to be respectful of anyone praying by keeping conversations and volume to a minimum.

No alcoholic beverages are to be brought to St. John the Evangelist or consumed at any time prior or following the wedding.  If a member of the wedding party is found to have consumed alcohol before the wedding, he/she will need to be replaced.  If the bride or groom is found to have consumed alcohol before the wedding, the wedding will be canceled and rescheduled.

Food and beverages may be kept and consumed in the Community Room.  No food or beverages are allowed in the church.

For safety and maintenance reasons, St. John the Evangelist prohibits the throwing of rice, confetti, or birdseed.

Bride’s Room
The bride’s room is available for your use before and during the wedding ceremony.  It is located inside the church, next to the sacristy.  Please have a personal attendant be responsible to clean up the bride’s room and the Community Room immediately following the ceremony.

Ushers
Ushers must attend the wedding rehearsal and should be at the church one hour before the ceremony.  After the ceremony, the ushers should pick up the programs that are left in the church, remove the aisle runner, and any other debris that may have been left.

Altar Servers
Altar servers are not assigned for weddings. If you wish relatives or friends to serve the altar at your wedding, they are most welcome. Two are sufficient and they should be at the rehearsal. 

Form A

Must be completed and returned to the parish office before a tentative date can be set.
Bride’s name:____________________________________________________ Today’s date:____________________

1. Are you or your parents current members of St. John the Evangelist?_____________________________ 
2. Have you been baptized in the Roman Catholic Church?_____________


If yes, at what church?_______________________________________________________________________

If no, in what denomination were you baptized?___________________________________________________

Or, have you never been baptized?_________

3. Have you received the sacrament of Confirmation in the Catholic faith?___________

4. Have you ever been previously married?_______  If yes, has that marriage been annulled? __________

    Have you received the recommended counseling prior to entering a second marriage?_______________

5. Are you planning to be married by a guest priest or deacon?__________

    If yes, please have Form C completed by guest priest or deacon and returned.

6. Are there any special circumstances that might affect your preparation for the sacrament of marriage within the Catholic Church?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Are you living separately from your intended spouse? _________

Please give your address: _________________________________________________________________



            __________________________________________________________________

8. Are you currently practicing your faith? ________

    At what church? ______________________________________________________________________________________

Signed:___________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________________________________________

Phone numbers:  Home__________________________  Work:_____________________________________________
Cell: _________________________________________   E-mail ____________________________________________
Form B


Must be completed and returned to the parish office before a tentative date can be set.
Groom’s name:__________________________________________________________ Today’s date:_______________
1. Are you or your parents current members of St. John the Evangelist?_____________________________ 
2. Have you been baptized in the Roman Catholic Church?_____________


If yes, at what church?_______________________________________________________________________


If no, in what denomination were you baptized?___________________________________________________


Or, have you never been baptized?_________

3. Have you received the sacrament of Confirmation in the Catholic faith?___________

4. Have you ever been previously married?_______  If yes, has that marriage been annulled? __________

    Have you received the recommended counseling prior to entering a second marriage?_______________

5. Are you planning to be married by a guest priest or deacon?__________

    If yes, please have Form C completed by guest priest or deacon and returned.

6. Are there any special circumstances that might affect your preparation for the sacrament of marriage within the Catholic Church?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Are you living separately from your intended spouse? _________

Please give your address: _________________________________________________________________



            __________________________________________________________________

8. Are you currently practicing your faith? ________

    At what church? ______________________________________________________________________________________

Signed:_______________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________________________________________________

Phone numbers:  Home__________________________  Work:_____________________________________________

Cell: ________________________________________   E-mail ____________________________________________

Form C

Guest Priest/Deacon Form
Name of Bride: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Groom: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Tentative Date of Wedding: __________________________________________________________________________
Name of Guest Priest/Deacon: ________________________________________________________________________
Ordained from the diocese of _________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address of Priest: 
________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ____________________________________________________________________________________
To the Catholic priest or deacon:

You are welcome to be the official witness for this wedding.  The pastor of St. John the Evangelist must receive this completed Guest Priest Form signed by you.  Be aware that if you are not from the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis, you must have your chancery send a letter of good standing to our chancery, who will forward it to the pastor.  If you have never witnessed a marriage in the state of Minnesota, you will also need to register with the state.  By signing below, you affirm that you have completed these tasks, that you are a Roman Catholic priest or deacon in good standing with the Roman Catholic Church, and that you are authorized by the state of Minnesota to witness marriages. 
Signed by _________________________________________________________________ Date___________________
Form D

The undersigned couple: _____________________________________________________________ and 

________________________________________________ agrees to make use of St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church for their wedding on _________________________ according to the following terms:
Terms of Contract
1. Alcohol: No alcoholic beverages are to be brought to St. John’s or consumed on St. John’s property.

2. Food and Drink: Food and non-alcoholic beverages may be kept and consumed only in the Community Room.  Food and drink may not be consumed anywhere else in the church building.

3. St. John the Evangelist is smoke free.  Those who wish to smoke may do so outside.

4. As a sacred space that contains the Blessed Sacrament of the Body of Christ in the tabernacle, the church is to be visited with reverence.  We therefore ask all members of the wedding party, their guests, and children to maintain a respectful tone inside the church during the rehearsal, the photography, and the wedding ceremony.

5. The wedding party and photographers are not to rearrange furniture or otherwise disturb the sanctuary or choir area of the church.  Guests are asked not to sit in the priest’s chair, and not to stand at the pulpit, the altar, or near the tabernacle.

6. The wedding party will follow time regulations regarding photography.

7. Immediately following the wedding, ushers (or others assigned by the couple ) will:

a. Pick up any wedding programs that are left in the church.

b. Dispose of the aisle runner.

c. Remove aisle candles and/or any decorations from the church entirely.

d. Clean the bride’s room and Community room, placing all trash in the containers in the room.

Signed,

___________________________________________________________Date _______________

___________________________________________________________ Date _______________

Form E


Freedom to Marry

Party to be interviewed




Priest arranging for marriage
Name _______________________________
Rev. _________________________________

Address _____________________________
Church ________________________________
City and State _________________________
City and State ___________________________
Parish _______________________________
Date of  Marriage ________________________
___________________________________

(Name of person to be married)

1. What is your relationship to, and how long have you known this person? ___________________________________
2. Was this person baptized? __________________
When _______________________________________________

    Where __________________________________  How do you know? _____________________________________
3. Has this person ever contracted or attempted marriage? __________________________________________________
If so, the following questions must be asked regarding each such marriage or attempt:


To whom? ___________________________________
When? _________________________________


Where? _____________________________________
Before whom? ___________________________


Does this marriage still exist? __________
If not, how was it dissolved? ______________________________


Has this person contracted any other marriage except as described above? ______________________________

4. Is either party bound by any civil or ecclesiastical impediments to this marriage? ______________________________
5. Is either party marrying because of force or fear arising from persons or circumstances? ________________________
6. Do you believe that both parties understand the nature and responsibilities of marriage? ________________________
7. If either party is under the legal age, do the parents consent to the forthcoming marriage? _______________________
8. Do you know of any reason why this person should not be married in the Catholic Church? _____________________
9. Do you know of anything else that should be disclosed in regard to this person’s forthcoming marriage? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
I NOW AFFIRM THE TRUTH OF THE ABOVE

__________________________________________

___________________________________________


Date




      

Signature of witness

__________________________________________

___________________________________________


     Signature of priest



Church



      City and State

Form E

Freedom to Marry

Party to be interviewed




Priest arranging for marriage
Name _______________________________
Rev. _________________________________

Address _____________________________
Church ________________________________

City and State _________________________
City and State __________________________

Parish _______________________________
Date of  Marriage _______________________

___________________________________

(Name of person to be married)

1. What is your relationship to, and how long have you known this person? ____________________________________
2. Was this person baptized? __________________
When ________________________________________________

    Where __________________________________  How do you know? ______________________________________

3. Has this person ever contracted or attempted marriage? __________________________________________________

If so, the following questions must be asked regarding each such marriage or attempt:


To whom? ___________________________________
When? _________________________________


Where? _____________________________________
Before whom? ___________________________


Does this marriage still exist? __________
If not, how was it dissolved? ______________________________


Has this person contracted any other marriage except as described above? ______________________________

4. Is either party bound by any civil or ecclesiastical impediments to this marriage?______________________________

5. Is either party marrying because of force or fear arising from persons or circumstances? ________________________

6. Do you believe that both parties understand the nature and responsibilities of marriage? ________________________

7. If either party is under the legal age, do the parents consent to the forthcoming marriage? _______________________

8. Do you know of any reason why this person should not be married in the Catholic Church? _____________________

9. Do you know of anything else that should be disclosed in regard to this person’s forthcoming marriage?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

I NOW AFFIRM THE TRUTH OF THE ABOVE

___________________________________________

___________________________________________



Date





      
Signature of witness

___________________________________________

___________________________________________


     Signature of priest



Church



      City and State

