Dear Parishioners,

“Is everything ready?’ Thisis probably a common question in our households as we prepare for Christmas day.
Is the house clean? Is the food ready to be made? Are the toys assembled? Are the gifts wrapped? Are the
Christmas cards mailed? These are among the many tasks we need to do before Christmas actually arrives; if we
get them done, we wel come Christmas morning; if we don’t, we find ourselves unprepared when it does arrive.

Of course, the more important questionsis, “Am | ready?” Am | ready to celebrate Jesus’ first coming at His birth?
Am | ready to welcome Jesus second coming at any moment? Do | even know where to begin?

We begin in much the same way: by making sure that we have everything in order. How is my relationship with
others and with God? Have | done my best to repair broken relationships? Have | forgiven others, and asked for
forgiveness from those I’ ve hurt? Have | tended to the needs of those who need my help?

If we wait until the day Christ arrives, we have waited too long. Let us prepare ourselves today so that we are

always ready to welcome Him when He returns.
Father Liekhus

Christmas Season Usher Help Needed

Please sign up in the church foyer to help with the Christ-
mas and New Y ear’s Masses.

Thank youl!
Expected YTD $222,100
ReceiptsYTD $224,737
Parish Totals 12/14/08 $10,256
Children’s 12/14/08 $55.43
Mass Intentions
Sat. Dec.20 500pm tDenny Manning
Sun. Dec.21  10:00am tThomasDoran
Hispanic 3:00 pm  People of the Community
6:00 pm  Peopleof theParish
Tues. Dec.23  530pm TPaLeSage
CHRISTMAS EVE
Wed. Dec. 24 9:30 am
4:30 pm  tMack Millerbernd
10:00 pm  tMary Madson
CHRISTMAS DAY
Thurs. Dec.25  10:00am Peopleof the Parish
Hispanic NO 3PM MASS
NO 6 PM MASS
Fri. Dec. 26 800am TflLuclle& Phil Scheefer
FEAST OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
Sat.  Dec. 27 800am tGeneClifford

40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF THE COMPLETION
OF THE CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST

ARCHBIISHOP HARRY FLYNN PRESIDING AT 5PM MASS

5:00pm  Peopleof theParish

Sun. Dec.28 10:00am fChrisPokorny

Hispanic 3:00 pm  People of the Community
6:00 pm  tJamesMcCullagh

Come to Celebrate
the 40th Anniversary
of the Completion
of the Church of St. John the Evangelist

Saturday, December 27th
Feast of St. John the Evangelist

5 pm Mass
with Archbishop Flynn Presiding
Reception Following

Year-End Reminder

All 2008 Contributions must be received in the Parish
Office by December 31 in order for them to be credited
towards your 2008 pledge commitment and included on
your 2008 contribution/tax statement. Any payments re-
ceived after December 31 will be recorded for 2009.
Giftsof Stock are always welcome and may be used to
complete your annual pledge. Please call Brook Sullivan
for information (952-935-5536).

... why there are
twelve days of Christmas? While we celebrate
Christ’s birth on December 25, we celebrate His
manifestation (in Greek—epiphaenia) to the world,
represented by the Magi, on January 6. Christ was
born so that He could be made manifest, so we extend
the celebration of His birth until the time when He was
made known.




St John'’s

CATHOLIC SCHOOL
HOPKINS

The True Meaning of
Christmas

The St. John' s Kindergarten class
gave us the performance of the
year asthey acted out the true
meaning of Christmas through the
Christmas Play. The students
also shared a poem about Christ-
mas and sang beautiful songs. Thank you to Mrs.
McCaffrey and Mrs. Ruff for their leadership.

Christmas Boutique

The students at St. John's enjoyed a great
day of shopping at the annual Christmas
Boutique this past week. Many specia
gifts were purchased for those we love. Thank you to the
many parents who made this event possible.

Merry Christmas to All

St. John’'s School would like to wish @l of you avery
blessed and joyous Christmas and a healthy and happy
New Y ear! God blessyou al!

The &. John's Saff & Sudents

e Thank Y ou. We wish to thank eve-
{i\ﬂr’ ryone who helped to make the
éﬂé‘\é\ St. Nicholas Dinner a success.
I AAP p} Whether you helped with decorat-

ing, set-up, take down and clean-up,
cooking, serving, volunteering for cookies or appetiz-
ers, we want you to know it couldn®have been
accomplished without your help.

A specia thank you to Jerry®Foods & Mac®Lig-
uorsfor their help with the meat & wine and also to
the office & janitorial staff for all of their help. We
appreciate each & everyone of you.

Sharon Goergen & Elaine Anderson

CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
6 INTERLACHEN RD.
HOPKINS, MN 55343
952-935-5536
WWW.STJOHNSHOPKINS.ORG

Faith Formation

: MARGARET STIMMLER, Director; 952-935-5536
& R o 410 0 mstimmler @stjohnhopkins.org

BEILREICE (., 1y, cormaTion THis week

Sunday December 21
Sunday School

Liturgy of the Word

Nursery

Wednesday December 24
Christmas Eve — No classes

Sunday December 28
Christmas Break

No Sunday School

No Liturgy of the Word
No Nursery

Wednesday January 31
New Year's Eve

No Classes

Sunday January 4

No Sunday School

No Liturgy of the Word

No Nursery

Wednesday January 7

No Classes

An evening to refresh the souls of our volunteer teachers:
7:00 — 8:30 p.m. Thank you from our parish!

Butter Braids

Butter Braids that were ordered and not picked up are
now for sale. Please consider buying Butter Braids to
support Faith Formation. Stop in at the Parish Office and
pick up some Butter Braids for yourself and your family
—agreat Holiday gift and treat!

Recycling Ink Cartridges and Cell Phones

We are collecting empty ink cartridges, empty laser car-
tridges (not toner boxes for copy machines), and used cell
phones to raise money to offset costs for Faith Formation
participants. Cartridges and phones can be dropped off in
the marked boxes on the food shelves in the church foyer.

Epiphany Festival of Lessons and Carols
Epiphany Sunday, January 4 at 3 pm

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church

The combined adult choir and junior high school
choir will lead us as we journey through our salva-
tion story, with readings from Genesis through the
arrival of the Kingsto visit the Messiah. . Thisisa
wonderful ways to close the celebrations of
Christmas! Enjoy fellowship afterwards at a recep-
tion in the commons. There isno admission.



THE CHURCH OF

ST JOHN

THE EVANGELIST

7! or g enerations to Come

A Campaign for the Church of St. John the Evangelist

$1,287,530 46.7%

We have just received the last mgjor gift that we
anticipate, and avery generous gift it was! At the
beginning of this campaign, | set a celebration
goal of $1.5 million and a challenge goal of $3
million. | feel | should apologize for setting those
numbers so high, because our consulting firm told
me after the feasibility study that, in total, we
could hopeto raise $1.25 million to $2 million.
The difference between what they recommended
and what | chose in the end was based mainly on
what our larger donors would be able to do, and
while | believe we would have surpassed $1.5
million if our economy hadn’'t done what it did, |
shouldn’t have set that bar so high.

So, even though we probably won’t reach the
celebration goal | set, | think we have more than
enough reason to celebrate. Thiscampaignisa
success. Thank you for your generosity towards
your parish.

Fr. Liekhus

Lord God, we submit to your will in all things.
Ifitisyour will, we ask you to bless our effortsto
reach our goal during this capital campaign, and to
open our heartsto give as you desire usto give.

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.

lease keep in your prayer Chris Branch and Deacon
Darrel Branch and their family as they mourn the
death of Chris's brother, Paul Rotta.

lease keep in your prayer Arleen Friday and her fam-

ily as they mourn the death of her husband, Verne
Friday, aformer trustee and usher of St. John's parish .

The Sick: Agnes Lawless, Deacon Jim Murphy, Dee
Otto, Ray Restivo, Gladys Rottach, and Jim Walker

The Military: Please pray for the following men serving

in Irag: Daniel Arnold, grandson of Al and Pat Kempf;
John Kurtz, the son of Ham and Kirsten Kurtz; and John
Quaas, Jr., the grandson of Maryanne Remington.

MERRY CHRISTMAS

© 1. 8. Paluch Co., Inc.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22
SCHOOL WINTER BREAK BEGINS (DEC. 22-JAN. 5)
7:30 PM AA—School Cafeteria

Tuesday, December 23

5:00 Pm Confession before 5:30 pm Mass—CH
6:00 PM Liturgy Decorate Church—CH

Wednesday, December 24
CHRISTMAS EVE
PARISH OFFICE CLOSES AT NOON

9:00 AM Confession before 9:30 an Mass—CH

9:30 AM Weekday Mass—CH

10:15am  Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations for
one hour after 9:30 am Mass—CH

4:00 PM Christmas Caroling before Mass—CH

4:30 PM Christmas Eve Family Mass—CH

Thursday, December 25

CHRISTMAS DAY

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

9:30 AM Christmas Caroling before Mass—CH
10:00AM  Christmas Mass—CH

Friday, December 26

PARISH OFFICE OPEN

7:30am Confession before 8 am Mass—CH
Saturday, December 27

FEAST OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST

40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF THE DEDICATION
OF THE CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST

5:00 PM Archbishop Harry Flynn presiding at
Anniversary Mass—CH
6:00 PM Anniversary Reception—CR

Sunday, December 28
8:30 AM RCIA—CL

Annual Christmas Dinner Dance
Saturday, January 10, 2009

The Catholic Single Adults Club of the Twin Cities
invites all single Catholics, 21 and older, to join usfor
our annua Christmas dinner and dance. A social hour
and dinner will begin at 5:30 p.m., dancing at 8 pm.
The cost for dinner and dancing is $20, or for the
dance only is $10. Dinner reservations, including din-
ner choices (stuffed pork chop or 8 oz. top sirloin), are
required by Friday, December 26™. For reservation
information please call Carl at (651) 603-1412.



Santa Misa, domingos 3:00pm
Pastor: Rev. Padre James Liekhus
Diacono: Rev. Mr. Juan R. Duran

CUARTO DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO
21 dediciembrede 2008

LECTURASDE HOY

Primera lectura— El Sefior promete a David que su
casa permanecera para siempre (2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12,
143, 16).

Salmo — Cantaré eternamente |as misericordias del Se-
fior (Salmo 89 [88]).

Segunda lectura — Pablo ora para que Dios sea glorifi-
cado mediante Jesucristo (Romanos 16:25-27).
Evangelio — El angel Gabriel anunciaaMariaqueella
concebiraa hijo de Dios (Lucas 1:26-38).

LECTURASDE LA SEMANA

Lunes: 1Sm 1:24-28; Lc 1:46-56
Martes: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lc 1:57-66
Miércoles. 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 144, 16; Lc 1:67-79
Jueves: Vigilia: Is62:1-5; Sal 89 (88); Hch 13:16-17,
22-25; Mt 1:1-25[18-25]
Medianoche: 1s9:1-6; Sal 96 (95); Ti 2:11-14;
Lc2:1-14
Alborada: 1s62:11-12; Sal 97 (96); Ti 3:4-7;
Lc 2:15-20
Dia 1s52:7-10; Sal 98 (97); Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18
[1-5, 9-14]
Viernes: Hch 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22
Sdbado: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Domingo: Sir 3:2-7, 12-14 0 Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Sal 128
(127) 0 Sal 105 (104); Col 3:12-21 [12-17] o Heb 11:8,
11-12, 17-19; Lc¢ 2:22-40 [22, 39-40]

AVISOS

BAUTISM OS e domingo 25 de enero/09
Clase de bautismo sabado 17 de enero/09 @
4:00pm.
POR FAVOR, NO NINOS
EN LA CLASE
Parainformacion llamar al
Tel. (612) 719-2622.

Recuerda & grupo de Oracién estodos los
sabadosalas 7:00pm. Y € ler. Sdbado del
mes Exposicion del Santisimo Sacramento

LA PROMESA DE DIOS
El largo pasgje de Samuel expone de manera

maravillosalapromesa de Dios ala dinastia de
David: que su trono siempre estaria ocupado
gloriosamente por sus descendientes. Ocultaen €l
misterio de la profecia estala promesa del Salvador,
el Mesias, Hijo de Dios e Hijo de David. El profeta
Natan, quien habla en nombre de Dios, desbarata
poéticamente el plan de David de construir una casa
paraDiosy anunciaque el plan de Dios es construir
una“casa’, unadinastia, para David. De esta dinastia
de David provendrael Mesias, € Cristo, quien no
llegar& con el esplendor majestuoso con €l que reind
David sino que vendra como un hombre humilde, que
gobernard por los siglos de los siglos. Cuando Dios
hace un regal o; 1o que recibimos es asombroso: es
muy distinto alo que podriamos haber imaginado.

Vayamos preparando |los regalos para los
nifios de nuestra comunidad para este
DIA DE REYES este afio sera
el 4 de enero/09.



