
 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST  
6 Interlachen Road 
Hopkins, MN 55343 
PHONE: 952-935-5536 
Fax:   952-938-2724 
E-mail:  receptionistchurch 
@stjohnhopkins.org 
Website:  www.stjohnshopkins.org 
OFFICE HOURS:  

M–F  8:30 am–4 pm 
ST. JOHN’S PARISH STAFF 

Rev. James Liekhus, Pastor 
Rev. Mr. Darrel Branch, Deacon 
Rev. Mr. Juan Duran, Deacon 
Rev. Mr. James Murphy, Deacon 
Brook Sullivan, Bus. Administrator 
Katie Schafer, Music Director 
Mary Fran Karanikolas, Admin. Asst. 
Kirsten Kurtz, Parish Nurse 
Ricardo Torres, Custodian 

FAITH FORMATION 

Margaret Stimmler, Director 
TRUSTEES 

Cathy Carlson 952-938-3383 
Mike Goergen 952-944-3869 

PASTORAL COUNCIL (CHAIRS) 

Mary Shidla  952-935-9447 
Kari McSherry  952-915-6150 

ARRANGEMENTS 

REGISTRATION Contact the Office. 

BAPTISM 

Second Sunday of the Month (Except 
during Lent). Contact the Office  
2 months prior to Baptism to schedule 
the required preparation conference. 

MARRIAGE 

Contact the Pastor 1 year prior to the 
wedding. 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 

Thursdays—4:00 p.m. (1 week prior 
to the bulletin publication.) 

ST. JOHN’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
PHONE: 952-935-7787 
Sr. Patricia Beckman, Principal 
E-mail:  srpat@stjohnhopkins.org 
Website:  www.sjshopkins.org 
1503 Boyce Street  
Hopkins, MN 55343 

 
 
 

 

 MISSION STATEMENT  
 

The People of St. John the Evangelist Church are a 
Catholic parish community united in the love and grace 

of Jesus Christ  
to celebrate the sacraments and our faith  
to proclaim and teach the Gospel values 

 of Christ and His Church  
to nurture our faith community  

and to respond to the needs of those in and beyond  
our parish through worship and service. 

 

SUNDAY MASSES 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST: Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 10 am & 6 pm, Hispanic Mass 3:00 pm 
ST. JOSEPH’S HOPKINS: 952-935-0111 Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 8:30 am & 10:30 am 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
ST. JOHN’S Tues. & Thurs. 5:30 pm; Wed. 9:30 am (Sept.–May), 8 am (June–Aug.); Fri. & Sat. 8 am 

ST. JOSEPH’S Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Fri. at 7 am; Wed. at 10 am; Sat. 8 am 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

ST. JOHN’S Tues.–Friday 30 minutes before Mass; Sat. 8:30–9:30 am; Hispanic Sun. 2:30–2:55 pm  
ST. JOSEPH’S Sat. 3:30 pm 
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Third Sunday in Advent 
December 14, 2008  
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
As some of you already know, we have recently said good bye to our director of maintenance, Steve Wright.  Steve 
was a part of our parish family for just over a year, and informed us a few weeks ago that he felt it was time to 
move on.  We are sad to see him go, and we wish him well. 
 
Please join me in welcoming our new director of maintenance, Tony Jaroscak.  Tony comes to us with a wealth of 
experience in building maintenance and management.  He is eager to get started, which is great, because he has 
three weeks’  worth of maintenance requests waiting for him on his desk!  Welcome to the parish. 
 
This hiring process has emphasized for me the hardships that many are facing in this job market: we had four appli-
cations the first day we posted the job opening.  Let us remember in our prayers all of those who are struggling dur-
ing this time, especially those in our parish; let us go to Him in the midst of hardship, trusting in His loving care; 
and let us all share generously the blessings that God has given, large and small. 
 
Fr. Liekhus 

Mass Intentions  
Sat. Dec. 13 5:00 pm  †Todd Eaton 
Sun.  Dec. 14 10:00 am †Thomas Doran 
Hispanic 3:00 pm People of the Community 
  6:00 pm People of the Parish 
Tues. Dec. 16 5:30 pm †Clarence McDonald 
Wed. Dec. 17   9:30 am †Dorothy Stannard  
Thurs. Dec. 18 5:30 pm †Elizabeth Barnett 
Fri. Dec. 19 8:00 am †Souls in Purgatory 
Sat. Dec. 20 8:00 am †Marian Ess 
  5:00 pm †Denny Manning 
Sun.  Dec. 21 10:00 am †Thomas Doran 
Hispanic 3:00 pm People of the Community 
  6:00 pm People of the Parish 
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Expected YTD    $208,750 
Receipts YTD    $214,475 
Par ish Totals 12/07/08  $11,967 
Children’s 12/07/08  $14.00 

 
…where we get the 

word “Advent”?  It comes from the Latin word 
“advenio,”  which means, “ to come to.”   Advent pre-
cedes Christmas, when Christ “came to”  us at His 
birth.  We remember this first “coming”  of our Lord in 
order to remind and prepare ourselves for his second 
“coming”  at the end of time. 
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Christmas Poinsettia Sale 

THANK YOU! Again, we are extremely 
grateful to all who purchased Christmas 
poinsettias. This is our sixteenth year selling 
poinsettias and we are thrilled with the en-

thusiastic support of our loyal parishioners on behalf of 
St. John’s fund-raising. OUR PROFIT WAS $1,169.50. ICA Food Donations 

Thank you for your generous food donations at the  
St. Nick’s Party. The need is still there. The following 
items are especially in demand: dried soup mixes, pan-
cake mixes and syrup , peanut butter, and dried beans.  
Thank you for letting us serve.                           —ICA 

Year-End Reminder 
All 2008 Contr ibutions must be received in the Parish 
Office by December 31 in order for them to be credited 
towards your 2008 pledge commitment and included on 
your 2008 contribution/tax statement.  Any payments re-
ceived after December 31 will be recorded for 
2009.  Gifts of Stock are always welcome and may be 
used to complete your annual pledge.  Please call Brook 
Sullivan for information (952-935-5536). 

Christmas Season Usher Help Needed 
Please sign up in the church foyer to help with the Christ-
mas and New Year’s Masses. 
Thank you! 

Parish Penance Service 
Wednesday, December  17th at 7 pm 

There will be eight priests present to hear confessions in 
the church this week. Confessions are also heard 30 min-
utes before weekday Masses. 

Retirement Fund for Religious  
The collection for the annual Retirement Fund for  
Religious will be taken up this weekend. . 
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Faith Formation   
MARGARET STIMMLER, Director; 952-935-5536 
ext. 410 or mstimmler@stjohnhopkins.org  

FAITH FORMATION THIS WEEK 

 
 

Sunday December 14th 
Sunday School  
Liturgy of the Word  
Nursery  

Monday December  15th 
10th Grade Confirmation Candidates will serve at the 
Loaves and Fishes Program at Holy Rosary Church:   
4:45–7:00PM 

Wednesday December  17th 
Parish Reconciliation Service -- 7:00 p.m.   
Families are invited to participate.   

No Faith Formation Classes.  

Sunday December 21st 
Sunday School  
Liturgy of the Word  
Nursery  

Butter  Braids  
If you ordered Butter Braids and have not picked them up, 
please call Margaret Stimmler (952-935-5536, x410) to 
arrange your pick-up. If you did not order Butter Braids 
and would like some, you can order them by calling Mar-
garet.  They make great hostess gifts and support our par-
ish Confirmation program. 

Recycling Ink Car tr idges and Cell Phones 

We are collecting empty ink cartridges, empty laser car-
tridges (not toner boxes for copy machines), and used cell 
phones to raise money to offset Faith Formation costs for 
participants. They can be dropped off in the marked boxes 
on the food shelves in the church foyer. These items are 
recycled for us by the Funding Factory. 

Loaves and Fishes Monday, December 15 
Please note: Servers now need to wear  hairnets.  

• Sign-up in the foyer to help prepare the meal at Holy 
Rosary at 3pm or to set-up, serve or clean-up meal.  

• CLEAN UP HELP IS NEEDED FROM 5:30 TO 6:30pm . 

• Monetary donations may be sent to St. John’s Parish 
Office, attention: Loaves and Fishes. For information 
contact: Deacon Darrel and Chris Branch at 952-929-8695.  

• Holy Rosary information: 2424 18th Ave. S.,  
Minneapolis, MN 55404, 612-724-8929. 

St. Nicholas Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The St. John’s students celebrated St. Nicholas Day on 
Friday, Dec. 5.  One activity that took place was the sixth 
grade class teaching their preschool book buddies about 
St. Nicholas.  As part of the activity the sixth graders 
helped the preschoolers make bishop mitres as a symbol 
of St. Nicholas.  Thank you, sixth graders, for your teach-
ing and leadership.   

Help Support ICA 
The students and fac-
ulty enjoyed a nice visit 
from Pat Anderson and 
Mary Kay Rottach of 
St. John’s parish as they 
explained the proce-
dures that take place 

when filling the shelves at the ICA foodshelf.  To en-
hance our understandings through the Catholic Social 
Teachings, the third grade class took leadership in col-
lecting various food and household items throughout this 
past week for ICA.  The collection was a huge success as 
many students donated several items to this worthy cause. 
 
St. John’s Hosts  
Geography Bee 
In November the  
St. John’s students in 
grades 4-6 participated in 
a school Geography Bee.  
The finalists from each 
homeroom did a wonder-
ful job demonstrating 
their knowledge of geography as the competition went 
through five rounds of questioning.  Fourth grader, Jimi 
Heider ended up as our Geography Bee champion.  Jimi 
will complete a handwritten test which will determine 
whether or not he goes to the next step of the national 
competition.  Congratulations Jimi! 
 



 
 

Monday, December  15 
LOAVES & FISHES 
7:00 PM St. John’s School Christmas Concert—CH 
7:30 PM AA—School Cafeteria 
Tuesday, December  16 
9:00 AM Advent Blue Book Study—CL 
5:00 PM Confession before 5:30 pm Mass—CH 
Wednesday, December  17 
9:00 AM Confession before 9:30 am Mass—CH 
10:15 am Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations for 
 one hour after 9:30 am Mass—CH 
7:00 PM Parish Penance Service—CH 
Thursday, December  18 
DINNER AT YOUR DOOR 
5:00 PM Confession before 5:30 pm Mass—CH 
6:30 PM Ensemble Choir—CH 
7:00 PM Hispanic Community Leaders Meeting—CR 
Fr iday, December  19 
DINNER AT YOUR DOOR 
7:30 am Confession before 8 am Mass—CH 
7:00 PM Couples Bridge—CR 
Saturday, December  20 
11:00 am Hispanic Youth Group—LD 
7:00 PM Hispanic Community Prayer Group Prayer—
 CR  
Sunday, December  21 
8:30 AM RCIA—CL 
10:00 AM Faith Formation Liturgy of the Word, 
 Nursery, Sunday School—CR, School 
11:00 AM Hospitality—CR 
11:15 AM Children’s Christmas Choir Practice—CH 
12:00 AM Hispanic Community Religious Ed— 
 CR & School 

" � #$ %� � &" � #$ %� � &" � #$ %� � &" � #$ %� � & ����

Lord God, we submit to your will in all things.   
If it is your will, we ask you to bless our efforts to 
reach our goal during this capital campaign, and to 
open our hearts to give as you desire us to give.   
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. 

$1,037,530 46.5% 

Congratulations, everyone, for achieving the $1 mil-
lion mark!  It is a wonderful testament to your gener-
osity and commitment to your parish.  Thank you to 
all of you who have participated so far in this effort.  
I am still in the process of contacting those we have 
not heard from yet.  If you fall in that category and 
would like to make a pledge, or have decided that 
you are not able to give at this time, please let me 
know.  Thanks! 

Also, you are welcome to begin fulfilling your pledge 
as soon as you like. Write on the memo of the check 
“For Generations to Come”  and drop it in the collec-
tion basket. We are considering getting envelopes for 
this purpose if people would find this helpful. Let me 
know.. 

Fr. Liekhus 
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The Sick:  Deacon Jim Murphy, Dee Otto, Ray Restivo, 
Paul Rotta, Gladys Rottach, and Jim Walker 

The Military: Please pray for the following men serving 
in Iraq: Daniel Arnold, grandson of Al and Pat Kempf; 
John Kurtz, the son of Ham and Kirsten Kurtz; and John 
Quaas, Jr., the grandson of Maryanne Remington. 

Children’s Christmas Choir 
Rehearsal for our children’s Christmas choir will be this 
Sunday, December 14th, 11:15–12:00 in the church. 
Singers and instrumentalists from ages 4 and up are wel-
come.  The children’s choir will sing at the Christmas 
Eve Family Mass. 
ADULT CHOIRS—New members (singers and  
instrumentalists) are always welcome.  The Ensemble 
Choir rehearsals are on Thursday evenings 6:30–8:00 PM 
in the church.   Please call Katie at 763-595-0825 for 
Schola rehearsal times. Thanks. 

A Festival of Holiday Music:  
“ Ar ise and Shine!!”  
Sunday, December  14, 2008  at  4:00 pm 
St. Joseph’s Church in Hopkins 

The program is in the main church. A festive holiday 
reception will follow the concert. Program presented by 
the St. Joseph All-Parish Choir, St. Joseph Bell Choir, 
Soloists, instrumentalists, readers and the Faith Forma-
tion Singers. All are invited to join the St. Joseph  
Community! 

 

� �he Clifford Family was overwhelmed by the 
“outpouring of love and support for Gene and all 
of us during his recent illness and death.”  It was 

the “Family of St. John’s”  at its finest, and we are 
grateful. 

 



¡ALÉGRATE! 
 ¡Isaías realmente nos proclama una buena nueva! 
La venida del Señor no trae tristeza, culpa, miedo, ira ni 
condena. No, la venida del Señor es fuente de júbilo y 
consuelo. No basta con decirlo una vez, las lecturas de 
hoy están llenas de júbilo. El Magníficat de María reem-
plaza a nuestro salmo hoy y nuestra segunda lectura nos 
anima a alegrarnos, dar gracia y rendir alabanza. Éste es 
el significado principal de la palabra griega para eucarist-
ía. Se nos insta a alegrarnos y dar gracias, porque la veni-
da del Señor trae júbilo, curación, libertad, perdón y vin-
dicación. ¡Hace que la tierra eche brotes de vida nueva! 
¡Buenas noticias! 
 
LECTURAS DE HOY 
Pr imera lectura — Regocíjense en el Espíritu del Señor 
que nos trae buenas noticias (Isaías 61:1-2a, 10-11). 
Salmo — Mi espíritu se alegra en Dios, mi salvador  
(Lc 1:46-50, 53-54). 
Segunda lectura — ¡Alégrense! Conserven su integridad 
en el Espíritu y guárdense sin mancha hasta la venida del 
Señor (1 Tesalonicenses 5:16-24). 
Evangelio — Cuando preguntan a Juan Bautista quien es, 
dice, “Soy la voz que grita en el desierto” (Jn 1:6-8,19-28) 
LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA 
Lunes: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Mt 21:23-27 
Martes: Sof 3:1-2, 9-13; Mt 21:28-32 
Miércoles: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17 
Jueves: Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-25 
Viernes: Jue 13:2-7, 24-25a; Lc 1:5-25 
Sábado: Is 7:10-14; Lc 1:26-38 
Domingo: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Sal 89 (88); 
 Rom 16:25-27; Lc 1:26-38 

 

AVISOS 
BAUTISMOS el domingo 28 de diciembre/08 

Clase de bautismo sábado 20 
de diciembre @ 4:00pm. 

POR FAVOR, NO NIÑOS 
EN LA CLASE 

 Para información llamar  al 
Tel. (612) 719-2622. 

Recuerda el grupo de Oración es todos los 
sábados a las 7:00pm. Y el 1er . Sábado del 
mes Exposición del Santísimo Sacramento 

Las clases de Biblia son los lunes de 7-9:00pm. 
TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 
 Jesús proclama que Juan el Bautista es más 
que un profeta (Lucas 7:26) y lo compara con Elías, 
el profeta más importante de los judíos (Mateo 17:11
-13). Pero, ¿qué es un profeta? El Judaísmo, Cristia-
nismo e Islamismo reconocen a ciertas personas co-
mo profetas. La palabra hebrea nabi significa porta-
voz, o profeta. Los nebiim eran encargados por Dios 
para una tarea especial. Así por ejemplo, Moisés fue 
encargado para liberar al pueblo de la esclavitud 
egipcia, Elías para recordarle la palabra de Dios 
cuando se apartaba de la alianza, y Jeremías para de-
nunciar las corrupciones y anunciarle el castigo. 
Cuando tradujeron al griego el Antiguo Testamento, 
la palabra nabi fue traducida como prophetes 
(profeta). Esto indica un intérprete de la voluntad de 
Dios. Los profetas griegos eran oráculos que adivina-
ban el futuro, por lo cual mucha gente confunde al 
profeta con un adivino. El profeta según el Cristianis-
mo es un testigo (Juan 1:6-8, 19-28) del poder de 
Cristo y la palabra de Dios. 
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Santa Misa, domingos 3:00pm 
Pastor : Rev. Padre James Liekhus 
Diacono: Rev. Mr. Juan R. Duran 

TERCER DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO 


