
 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST  
6 Interlachen Road 
Hopkins, MN 55343 
PHONE: 952-935-5536 
Fax:   952-938-2724 
E-mail:  receptionistchurch 
@stjohnhopkins.org 
Website:  www.stjohnshopkins.org 
SUMMER OFFICE HOURS:  

M–Th  8:30 am–4 pm 
Friday 8:30 am–12 noon 
ST. JOHN’S PARISH STAFF 

Rev. James Liekhus, Pastor 
Rev. Mr. Darrel Branch, Deacon 
Rev. Mr. Juan Duran, Deacon 
Rev. Mr. James Murphy, Deacon 
Brook Sullivan, Bus. Administrator 
Katie Schafer, Music Director 
Mary Fran Karanikolas, Admin. Asst. 
Kirsten Kurtz, Parish Nurse 
Steve Wright, Maintenance Director 
Ricardo Torres, Custodian 
FAITH FORMATION 

Margaret Stimmler, Director 
HOPKINS CATHOLIC YOUTH MINISTRY 

Erin Mohler, Director 

TRUSTEES 

Cathy Carlson 952-938-3383 
Mike Goergen 952-944-3869 

PASTORAL COUNCIL (CHAIRS) 

Mary Shidla  952-935-9447 
Kari McSherry  952-915-6150 
ARRANGEMENTS 

REGISTRATION Contact the Office. 
BAPTISM 

Second Sunday of the Month (Except 
during Lent). Contact the Office  
2 months prior to Baptism to schedule 
the required preparation conference. 
MARRIAGE 

Contact the Pastor 1 year prior to the 
wedding. 
BULLETIN DEADLINE 

Thursdays—4:00 p.m. (1 week prior 
to the bulletin publication.) 
ST. JOHN’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
PHONE: 952-935-7787 
Sr. Patricia Beckman, Principal 
E-mail:  srpat@stjohnhopkins.org 
Website:  www.sjshopkins.org 
1503 Boyce Street  

 MISSION STATEMENT  
 

The People of St. John the Evangelist Church are a 
Catholic parish community united in the love and grace 

of Jesus Christ  
to celebrate the sacraments and our faith  
to proclaim and teach the Gospel values 

 of Christ and His Church  
to nurture our faith community  

and to respond to the needs of those in and beyond  
our parish through worship and service. 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST: Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 10 am & 6 pm, Hispanic Mass 3:00 pm 
ST. JOSEPH’S HOPKINS: 952-935-0111 Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 8:30 am & 10:30 am 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
ST. JOHN’S Tues. & Thurs. 5:30 pm; Wed. 9:30 am (Sept.–May), 8 am (June–Aug.); Fri. & Sat. 8 am 

ST. JOSEPH’S Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Fri. at 7 am; Wed. at 10 am; Sat. 8 am 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION ST. JOHN’S Sat. 8:30–9:30 am; Hispanic Sun. 2:30–2:55 pm 
ST. JOSEPH’S Sat. 3:30 pm 

 
THE CHURCH OF ST. JOHN  

THE EVANGELIST 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
August 24, 2008  



Mass Intentions  
Sat. Aug. 23 5:00 pm  †Dr. Everett Hill, Jr. 
Sun.  Aug. 24 10:00 am †Gerald Galush 
Hispanic 3:00 pm People of the Community 
  6:00 pm People of the Parish 
Tues. Aug. 26 5:30 pm †Clarence McDonald 
Wed. Aug. 27   8:00 am †Dick Burzinski 
Thurs. Aug. 28 5:30 pm †Art Weisgram 
Fri. Aug. 29 8:00 am †Souls in Purgatory 
Sat. Aug. 30 8:00 am †Pat LeSage 
  5:00 pm †Anna Vach 
Sun.  Aug. 31 10:00 am People of the Parish 
Hispanic 3:00 pm People of the Community 
  6:00 pm †Flo Schmerler 
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Readings of the Week 
Monday: Ez 24:15-24; Mt 19:16-22 
Tuesday: Ez 28:1-10; Mt 19:23-30 
Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11; Mt 20:1-16 
Thursday: Ez 36:23-28; Mt 22:1-14 
Friday:  Ez 37:1-14; Mt 22:34-40 
Saturday: Ez 43:1-7ab; Mt 23:1-12 
Sunday: Is 22:19-23; Ps 138; Rom 11:33-36; 
  Mt 16:13-20 

I couldn’ t decide what to write in my column this week, so I thought I would write about how much I love being a 
priest. 

I first heard the call to the priesthood when I was about 12 years old.  I was sitting in the pews at St. Olaf’s in 
Minneapolis, and Father Michael Byron was preaching the homily.  I honestly don’ t remember what it was that he 
said, only the effect that it had on me: I think God might be calling me to be a priest.  I also remember my imme-
diate response: no thanks.  I had it all planned out in my head that I would be a husband and father, raise lots of 
kids, get a good job to support my family, and live happily ever after.  Being a priest didn’ t fit into those plans, so 
thanks, but no thanks. 

Fortunately for me, God did not take that as my final answer.  The seed of the priesthood continued to grow in my 
head and my heart, nurtured by the love my family has for the Church and by the Eucharist every Sunday.  By the 
time I was a senior in high school, my vocation was ripe for the picking; all it needed was someone to come along 
and give me a last bit of encouragement… 

…which happened when Fr. John Ubel, the vocation director at the time, brought two seminarians to Benilde-St. 
Margaret’s and talked about the seminary.  I had already intended to go to St. Thomas, so living in the seminary 
seemed like no big deal.  I could major in anything I wanted, and I would attend class with all the other under-
graduates.  The only difference was that I would be living with a group of men who were also discerning the call 
to the priesthood, and would benefit from the teachings and examples of priests and laity alike on how to be a 
good and holy person. Once I was in the door, I never looked back. 

It’ s difficult to explain how blessed I feel to be called to this vocation, bringing Christ into the happiest and sad-
dest situations, standing in his person in a mystical way when celebrating the sacraments, sharing his good news 
with everyone.  I don’ t deserve it, I could never expect or demand it, and there is nothing I could have done to 
earn it.  I don’ t know why God chose me, but He did; all I can do is strive to live in gratitude of this gift every day, 
always coming up short of that goal.  I imagine spouses experience something similar when they look at the gift of 
each other and the gift of their children.  In fact, I imagine and I hope that all people, priests, religious, married 
and single, experience something similar when they recognize and believe that they are truly living the vocation to 
which God has called them.  I love being a priest, and I love being your pastor.  Please pray for me, that I will be a 
good shepherd, and that we will help each other grow in holiness together. —Fr. Liekhus 

 
 

Did you know that anyone can baptize an unbaptized 
person in danger of death?  Canon Law states that 
“When an ordinary minister is absent or impeded… 
any person with the right intention confers baptism 
licitly.  Pastors of souls, especially the pastor of a par-
ish, are to be concerned that the Christian faithful are 
taught the correct way to baptize.”  (Canon 861 §2)  
Since I am to be concerned that you know the correct 
way to baptize, you pour water on the person’s head 
three times while saying aloud, “ (Name), I baptize you 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.”   You must use these words for it to be 
valid.  The person pouring the water must be the per-
son saying the words for it to be valid.  You must use 
water for it to be valid.  The right intention is the in-
tention to baptize, as opposed to children playing 
church, or a baptism that’s done in a movie or play.  
This should only be done if the person consents, or in 
the case of a child, if it’ s reasonable to assume the par-
ents would consent. Now you know. 
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Ready… Set… Go! 
It won’ t be long before our school 
hallways will be filled with our chil-
dren’s voices and happy feet!  Our 
teachers are already in their class-
rooms working to get ready for the 

arrival of the students on September 2!  These will be 
busy weeks as the teachers begin their meetings to pre-
pare their curriculum and lessons for the coming year.  
We are especially excited about our new science pro-
gram!  With the help of our Readathon monies, we were 
able to purchase a new science program for our students.  
The program is developed by the University of California 
at Berkeley and focuses on hands on activities.  The chil-
dren will be “doing”  science instead of just reading about 
it!  We are anxious to have our young scientists try out 
this new curriculum that has 
our teachers so excited! 

Orientation Night 
St. John’s School will celebrate 
orientation night on Thursday, 
August 28, from 5-7pm.  This 
is an opportunity for the stu-
dents to meet their teachers, put 
away their school supplies and get reacquainted with 
friends.  Parents will have the opportunity to sign up for 
activities and volunteer opportunities to help out at school 
during the year.  We are especially hoping for some great 
library volunteers to help staff our new library space!  We 
are anxious to put the new room to good use! 
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Welcome to the 2008-2009 Choir  Season. 

Ensemble Choir Practice begins Thursday,  
September 11th at 6:30 pm in the church. 

New members always welcome! 

Singers, instrumentalists, keyboardists, … 
everyone is important as we join in song to praise God. 

For more information, practice times, etc.,  
please contact: 
Katie Schafer  
763-595-0825 

e-mail:  kschafer@stjohnhopkins.org 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

—Katie Schafer, Music Director 

Hopkins Catholic Youth Ministry   
ERIN MOHLER, Director: Youth Office  952-935-5536 
 ext. 412 or youthminister@stjohnhopkins.org .  

M ISSION TRIP NEWS:  

The Mission Tr ip Advisory Board Has Voted! We, all 
grades 7-12, will be going to Lake Traverse Indian Reser-
vation (Sisseton, SD) on June 14-19. Sign-up will open 
September 1. We only have 10 spots available for youth at 
this time. 

SEPTEMBER YOUTH &  ADULT VOLUNTEER OPPORTU-

NITIES:  

Saturday, September  6 10am-3pm Youth Ministry/
Mission Team Pop Fundraiser at Interlachen Rummage 
Sale. 

Saturday &  Sunday, September  13 &  14 Fall Festival 
at St. Joseph All events need you to volunteer, please 
look for the sign-up sheet at church. 

Saturday, September  27 St. John’s Fall Fiesta 

SEPTEMBER YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE:  

Wednesday, September  3 7th Grade will meet in Leo’s 
Den. Plan to arrive between 5:30pm and 6pm. We’ ll start 
youth group at 6pm and we’ ll be done at 7:45pm.  

Wednesday, September  10 8th Grade will meet in Leo’s 
Den. Plan to arrive between 5:30pm and 6pm. We’ ll start 
youth group at 6pm and we’ ll be done at 7:45pm.  

Wednesday, September  17 9th Grade will meet in Leo’s 
Den. Plan to arrive between 5:30pm and 6pm. We’ ll start 
youth group at 6pm and we’ ll be done at 7:45pm.  

Wednesday, September  24 10th Grade will meet in 
Leo’s Den. Plan to arrive between 5:30pm and 6pm. 
We’ ll start youth group at 6pm and we’ ll be done at 
7:45pm.  

Garage Sale, Saturday, September 6  
All are welcome to help raise funds for St. John’s at the 
Interlachen Park Garage Sale by selling food and drinks 
to the hungry shoppers. Once again the Hispanic Commu-
nity will join us by selling freshly made Mexican food—
in addition to the usual bratwurst and hot dogs. Sign up to 
volunteer this weekend in the Church Foyer. 
·  Donate Soda Pop (deliver /Church by Labor  Day wkd.).  
·  Donate Cookies & Bars (deliver /Church by Fr i., Sept. 5).  
·  Volunteer to sell food on Saturday.  
·  Defray food expense with a Cash Donation. Place in 

the Sunday Collection Basket marked “Garage Sale.”  

Help Wanted for Part-Time Paid Position 
Faith Formation administrative help is needed for 4-hours 
per week. Microsoft Office software proficiency is re-
quired. Please contact Margaret Stimmler at 952-935-



Monday, August 25 
7:30 PM AA—School Cafeteria 
Thursday, August 28 
5:00 PM St. John’s School Orientation Night— 
 School 
7:00 PM Hispanic Community Meeting—CR 
Fr iday, August 29 
Saturday, August 30 
11:00 AM Hispanic Youth Group—LD 
7:00 PM Hispanic Prayer Group—CR 
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*Former parishioners  

The first phase of our capital campaign is off to a terrific 
start.  Since our initial announcement, we have begun 
recruiting the campaign’s leadership and constructing 
drafts of the campaign brochure.  We are currently in the 
preparation phase, and the leadership gifts portion of the 
campaign has begun. 

I am happy to share that an anonymous parish family has 
committed $100,000 in support of our capital campaign.  
This generous contribution is a significant step in our ef-
fort to raise $3 million.  With this gift, we are off to a 
tremendous start on our journey to reach our ultimate 
goal. 

The parish-wide effort will be conducted over the next 
few months, culminating in late-October.  Each parish 
family will be contacted in order to review the goals, an-
swer your questions and ask you to consider a gift to the 
project.  The pledge period is three years, and I am hope-
ful to have full participation from the entire parish 
through giving of talents, prayer and financial gifts. 

Please mark your calendars: our Campaign Kickoff will 
be the weekend of September 6 and 7.  At each Mass 
there will be a brief campaign announcement.  Following 
Mass campaign leaders and volunteers will be available 
to discuss the campaign and answer any questions you 
may have.  I look forward to seeing you there. 

—Fr. Liekhus 

Faith Formation   
MARGARET STIMMLER, Director; 952-935-5536 
ext. 410 or mstimmler@stjohnhopkins.org  

Faith Formation Registration 
On August 28th, registration forms and 

the Faith Formation calendars will be sent to families 
from our parish involved in Faith Formation in past 
years.  If your family has not been involved in Faith For-
mation and would like to inquire about the program, call 
Margaret Stimmler at St. John’s parish, ext. 410.  When 
calling, it is important to leave contact information, espe-
cially your address, so she can  mail program information 
and a registration form to you. 

Reconciliation and Euchar ist Preparation 
Children in second grade in public school receive sacra-
mental preparation for Reconciliation and Eucharist on 
Wednesday evening from 6:30–7:00PM October–April. 
Beginning this year, children from St. John’s Parish who 
attend St. John’s School will receive instruction in their 
religion class. There will be two parent meetings for all 
families with children preparing for these sacraments and 
two parent—child retreats on four Saturday mornings dur-
ing 2008-2009 school year. First Reconciliation is  
Saturday morning, January 17th, 2009 at 10:00AM. 
First Euchar ist is Sunday, May 3rd, 2009 at 10:00AM. 

Confirmation 
Teens in 9th grade who want to be confirmed need to call 
Margaret with their intention now. The Confirmation 
preparation program has been reconfigured for the com-
ing year.  Evaluations from candidates, sponsors and par-
ents were considered. Good education practices were ap-
plied. With the former pastor’s approval, we now have a 
new program.  The activities will span freshmen and 
sophomore years as before, but there will be less class 
time and more one-on-one experiences.  The focus will be 
on the Wisdom, Works, and Worship of the Catholic 
Faith.  There is an orientation meeting for 9th graders and 
their parents on September14th at 7PM in the Community 
Room.  The 10th graders and their parents will meet on 
Sunday evening, September21st at 7PM in the  
Community Room.  Confirmation for  10th grade is  
Saturday, Apr il 18th at 10 AM at the Basilica in Mpls. 
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Bob Baltes *Gloria Herzog Ray Restivo 
Anne Bisson Tracy Hiller Cory Ronayne 
Paul Bolich Rose Holland Gladys Rottach 
Florence Bretson Dorene Johnson Gen Sheats 
Mitch Callahan Michelle Livingston Sandy Sperrazza 
Lynn Cases *Norma Mahal Charlie Stimmler 
Elise Christianson David Malinowski Dorothy Sullivan 
Peg Cullen Joseph Mannelly Irene Turmes 
Mike Dickinson Sister Agnes   

Martinka 
Nick &  Christine 
Turmes 

Bud Ess Kate Marzlos Terri Vimr 
Stephen Baard  
Flesche 

Mark Miller Jim Walker 

Gerald Forrette Dee Otto Joanne Walz 
*Mary Hazlett Chris Pokorny Edward Wicklund 
Wayne Hennen Florence Pope John Wright 



SÉ UNA ROCA 
 La historia de Pedro como seguidor o amigo de 
Jesús es un poco irregular. Resulta natural preguntarnos 
si Jesús, al darle las llaves del Reino, no se sintió un poco 
como el padre que le entrega a su adolescente las llaves 
del auto de la familia. Pero fue en el momento en que el 
poder y la presencia de Dios irrumpió traspasándolo todo 
para que brotara de Pedro la gran profesión de fe en 
Cristo como Mesías que Jesús eligió establecer el vínculo 
entre la misericordia amorosa de Dios y nuestra vocación 
como testigos de ese amor y ese perdón en la tierra. 
 Como cualquier padre, Jesús sin duda previó las 
fallas, las maniobras irresponsables y los sentidos 
dañados, las colisiones hacia donde se dirigiría la Iglesia. 
Pero, lo que es más importante, también nos vio en el 
momento en que Dios prefiere vernos: capaces de mani-
festar gran fe, con el deseo de permanecer a los pies de 
Cristo para comprender lo que realmente es ser Mesías y 
ser Cristo. Como nos lo señala hoy la carta a los Ro-
manos, no hemos conocido jamás el pensamiento del 
Señor o llegado a ser su consejero, mas Dios nos conoce 
y aún elije para que manifestemos el reino de justicia, 
gozo, hermosura y paz. Que esta sea nuestra vocación. 
Que siempre busquemos ser tierra firme donde se pueda 
fundar la Iglesia de Jesucristo y sobre la cual sigue edi-
ficándose. 
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

 
MEDIDAS 
 Cuando yo muera, Dios no medirá mi mente para 
ver lo listo que fui. Dios medirá mi corazón para ver 
cuánto amé. 
—Anónimo 

AVISOS 
BAUTISMOS el domingo 19 de octubre del 2008 
Clase de bautismo sábado 4 de octubre 4:00pm. 

POR FAVOR, NO NIÑOS EN LA CLASE 
 Para información llamar  al Tel. (612) 719-2622 

     
Las inscr ipciones para pr imeras comuniones y 

Confirmaciones serán del 24 de agosto/08 al 14 de 
septiembre/08. No habrá inscr ipciones después del 

14 de septiembre/08. 

  

Las comunidades Hispana y de habla Inglesa  
te hacen una cordial invitación a su anual venta 

par roquial de garaje en el área  
de Inter lachen (Atrás de la par roquia)  

el sábado 6 de septiembre/08 desde las 8:00 am. 
ven a compartir  la venta mas grande de garaje 

que se hace en nuestra comunidad  
en el estacionamiento de la Iglesia  

habrá comida típica de la comunidad Anglo, y 
también tendremos nuestros r icos tacos y quesadi-

llas de carne asada y pollo a la par r illa, invita a 
todos tus conocidos y amigos. 

LECTURAS DE HOY 
Pr imera lectura — Pondré en sus manos la llave 
de la Casa de David (Isaías 22:19-23). 
Salmo — Señor, tu amor perdura eternamente; obra 
tuya soy, no me abandones (Salmo 138(137)). 
Segunda lectura — Los designios de Dios son im-
penetrables, no se pueden comprender sus caminos 
(Romanos 11:33-36). 
Evangelio — Tú eres el Cristo, el Hijo de Dios 
vivo (Mateo 16:13-20). 
LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA 
Lunes: 2 Tes 1:1-5, 11-12; Mt 23:13-22 
Martes: 2Tes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Mt 23:23-26 
Miércoles: 2 Tes 3:6-10, 16-18; Mt 23:27-32 
Jueves: 1 Cor 1:1-9; Mt 24:42-51 
Viernes: 1 Cor 1:17-25; Mt 6:17-29 
Sábado: 1 Cor 1:26-31; Mt 25:14-30 
Domingo: Jer 20:7-9; Sal 63(62); Rom 12:1-2;  
 Mt 16:21-27 

Santa Misa, domingos 3:00pm 
Pastor : Rev. Padre James Liekhus 
Diacono: Rev. Mr. Juan R. Duran 

XXI  DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO 
24 de agosto del 2008 

 


