
Reading of the Week  

Monday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Lk 1:67-79 

Tuesday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89; Acts 13:16-17, 22
  -25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25] 

 Midnight: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 

 Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 
 Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18  

 [1-5, 9-14] 1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 

Wednesday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22 
Thursday: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 

Friday:  1 Jn 1:5–2:2; Mt 2:13-18 

Saturday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 

Sunday: Sir 3:2-7, 12-14; Ps 128; Col 3:12-21 [12-17];  

  Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 

òARISE  AND  EAT , E LSE  THE  J OURNEY  WILL  BE TOO  GREAT  FOR  YOU.ó (I K INGS  19:7)  

WELCOME!  CHRISTMAS IS UPON US!   

WE GATHER IN PRAISE AND PRAYER!  WELCOME! 

Today we light the fourth candle of the ADVENT WREATH.  The ancient promises of God are 
being fulfilled.  Jesus Christ is the Word of God, made flesh in our midst.  Christmas begins  

tomorrow.  Days ahead will be hectic.  Be ready to be quiet, to rejoice in prayer and song, to hear 

and tell the story.  The words of the angel to Mary are repeated to Joseph:  ―Do not be 

afraid.‖  The new presence of the Savior, awesome as it is, actually conquers fear.  ―God is with us‖—Emmanuel!  The 
great wonder and gift of Christmas Day cannot be celebrated in one day.  While the commercial world returns to other 

promotions, Christmas for us has just begun.  We have the octave of Christmas, the traditional celebration through 

January 1st, honoring Christmas as one long day. Thursday, December 27th, honors St. John the Evangelist, our patron 
and Gospel writer who proclaimed:  ―The Word became flesh and dwelt in our midst.‖  We have the twelve days of 

Christmas tradition, continuing through the feast of the Wise Men, Epiphany, January 6th.  We honor Christmas through 

the Baptism of the Lord, January 13th, continuing the praise of God for sending us the Light of the World.  Do not let 

Christmas end Tuesday evening.  Enjoy the day and the season of Christmas. 

My gratitude, and yours, is extended to the many, generous people who have planned and led the celebrations of Advent 

and Christmas.  The ―thanks‖ begins with those who have cleaned our church and the areas around it, and cleaned 

again.  Thanks go to those who planned the liturgies and made them powerful Advent and Christmas experiences.  
 This includes lectors, servers, choirs, cantors and musicians, usher/greeters, hospitality servers, Eucharistic Ministers, 

sacristans, parish office personnel and volunteers, environment decorators, parish maintenance staff, and many others, 

 I am sure.  The gratitude is extended to each of you—including our school children and our Faith Formation students – 
who made Christmas a time of happiness for those who would not be able to provide a celebration themselves.  We did 

that by sharing through the Christmas Child project, the mittens and caps for Caring and Sharing Hands, and stocking 

the food shelf  for ICA. A blessed and happy Christmas to you all! 

My recommendation is that families plan to celebrate Mass together next Sunday, December 30th, the feast  

of the Holy Family.  Family is the core of church and society.  Families who pray together are bonded by a most  

powerful love from God.  What family does not need that extra help today?  So much pressure and hectic pace spread 

apart spouses and parents and children, to a dangerous level.  Bring your hopes and dreams of family life to God at this 
special celebration of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  Their example can be very real, but their intercessory 

prayer for us is very real.  

My personal thanks is extended to all who have assisted in making Advent and Christmas a wonderful and holy  
experience.  I have accumulated many more wonderful, life-giving memories for my future from you all.  God bless  

each of you, and give you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  ðFather Ralph 

Mass Intentions  

Sat. Dec. 22 5:00 pm †Marv Nelson 

Sun.  Dec. 23 10:00 am †Mary Madson 
Hispanic 3:00 pm People of the Community 

  6:00 pm People of the Parish 
CHRISMTMAS EVE 

Mon. Dec. 24 4:30 pm †Mack Millerbernd 

  10:00 pm Peace 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

Tues. Dec. 25 10:00 am People of the Parish 
  3:00 pm People of the Community 
  NO  6 PM MASS 
Wed. Dec. 26   9:30 am †Mary Kathryn Lee 

Thurs. Dec. 27 5:30 pm †Phil & Lucilla Schaefer 

Fri. Dec. 28 8:00 am †Waddick Family 
Sat. Dec. 29 8:00 am †Bob Greene 

  5:00 pm †Deceased Pitka Family 

Sun.  Dec. 30 10:00 am People of the Parish 
Hispanic 3:00 pm People of the Community 

  6:00 pm Bell Family 

Reminder....If you have not returned your  

2008 Pledge Cards to the office please do so before the 

end of the year.  Please return even if your pledge is for 

prayer only, this helps us with our budget planning 
ðMerry Christmas, Brook Sullivan 



Fourth Sunday of Advent  December 23, 2007  

Hopkins Catholic Youth Ministry  
ERIN MOHLER, Director 

Youth Office Contact Information: 952-935-5536 ext. 412 or 
youthminister@stjohnhopkins.org .  

Joke for Christmas 
A woman goes to the post office to buy stamps for her 

Christmas cards. She says to the clerk, ―May I have  

50 Christmas stamps?‖ The clerk says, ―What  
denomination?‖ The woman says, ―Has it really come to 

this? Okay, give me 26 Catholic, 2 Presbyterian,  

10 Episcopal, 10 Lutheran and 2 Baptists.‖ 

Youth Group Band: 

To be continuedé 

YOUTH GROUP EVENTS: 
12/28 7pmï9pm Christmas Party. Come for some FUN. 
01/04 9:30amï6:30pm Prequel at Leo’s Den and Buck 

Hill. It’s a retreat for 7th–9th grade with the option to go 

skiing from 12:30pm-6:30pm. CHAPERONS NEEDED. 

01/04 12:00pmï01/05 6:00pm FIL at Buck Hill and  

St. Joseph’s. It’s a retreat for those serving on Quest  

as Team. CHAPERONS NEEDED. 

 
We are still collecting empty ink cartridges, empty laser 

cartridges (not toner boxes for copy machines), and used 

cell phones to raise money to offset youth group costs for 
participants. These items are recycled for us by the Fund-

ing Factory. 

Faith Formation   
MARGARET STIMMLER, Director; Contact Information: 
952-935-5536 or mstimmler@stjohnhopkins.org  

CHILDRENôS COLLECTION AMOUNTð$35.70 

FOR CROSS CATHOLIC INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH 

December 26th through January 1st 
NO Liturgy of the Word, Sunday School, Confirmation or  

Wednesday night Faith Formation classes.  

Enjoy Christmas break! 

Emmanuel, God with Us 

―The virgin will conceive and bear a son  

and they will call him Emmanuel, God-with-us.‖  
It was the sign an unwilling King Ahaz and Joseph  

―son of David the King‖ received from the Lord.  

That also is the promise of Jesus’ coming.  
Are you awaiting him?  

Emmanuel ―God-with-us‖ is our only hope!  

Do you Believe in Him? 

ðThe Liturgy Committee 

CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST  

6 INTERLACHEN RD. 

HOPKINS, MN 55343 

952-935-5536 

WWW.STJOHNSHOPKINS.ORG 

Condolences for Archbishop Nienstedt 

The 89 year old father of Archbishop John Nienstedt, 

Jack Nienstedt, entered eternal life on Thursday,  
December 13, and was buried in Grosse Pointe Park, 

Michigan on Monday December 16.  Our prayers are 

promised for Mr. Nienstedt’s eternal happiness, and  
for the comfort and faith of his wife, children and family 

members.  Our parish will offer a Mass for Mr. Nienstedt 

and his family in the near future.   

Christmas Mass  

Music Prelude 

Be sure to come 30 minutes 

before the Christmas 

Masses to hear and join in 
special Christmas hymns 

and music.  The choirs and cantors have prepared lively 

and lovely music to help us all enter into the joyful spirit 

of Christmas. Merry Christmas! 

End of Year Giving Reminder -  

For parishioners wishing to give end-of-year  

contributions, they need to be into the parish office by 
noon on Dec. 31st if you want them included on your 

2007 tax statement.  Contributions received after Dec. 31 

will be included on your 2008 tax statements.   
Thank you for your generosity! 

From the Administrator 

Did you know?...For the month of November alone the 

electric bill for the church and the school was $3,431.00.  

The Money Counterôs Prayer 

Blessed are the parishioners...who use their 

numbered envelopes, who write the amount 

in the correct box, seal the envelope without 
Scotch tape and staples. It makes our work 

easier. Amen! 



Information  

Prayer Corner  

*Former parishioners 

Alex Bachnick Bob Martinka 

Bob Baltes Rosalva Becerra Montoya 
Anne Bisson Marge Motzko 

Paul Bolich Fr. Samuel Mwaka 

Florence Bretson Marty Noll 
Elise Christianson Mary Ann Nordaune 

Bud Ess Carol Olson 

Dennis Faulkner *Agnes Ongeri 
Debbie Fest Dee Waldron Otto 

Gerald Forrette Milo & Chris Pokorny 

*Mary Hazlett *Mandy Quesnell 

Wayne Hennen Ray Restivo 
*Gloria Herzog Gladys Rottach 

Rose Holland Gen Sheats 

Dorene Johnson Cindy Gragert Smith 
Steve Krank Sandy Sperrazza 
Michelle Livingston Irene Turmes 
*Norma Mahal Nick & Christine Turmes 
Joseph Mannelly Terri Vimr 
Ray Martineau Jim Walker 

 
 
 

Monday, December 24 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

SCHOOL CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS 
BREAK 12/24ï1/4/08 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSES AT NOON 

8:00 AM  Liturgy Committee Decorate for Christmas—CH 
7:30 PM AA—School Cafeteria 

Tuesday, December 25 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 

Wednesday, December 26 

PARISH OFFICE OPEN 

Thursday, December 27 

FEAST OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST 

6:30 PM  Ensemble Choir—CH 
7:00 PM  Hispanic Community  
  Mtg.—CR 
Saturday, December 29 

7:00 PM  Hispanic Prayer  
   Group—CR 

Sunday, December 30 

12:30 PM Hispanic Religious Ed—CR & School 

Calendar  

Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday: Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Tuesday: The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 
Wednesday: St. Stephen; Kwanzaa begins;  

  Boxing Day (Canada) 

Thursday: St. John 
Friday:  The Holy Innocents 

Saturday: The Fifth Day in the Octave  

  of Christmas;  
  St. Thomas Becket 

Connect to St. Johnôs through 

the Internet 

Keep up with school and parish news 

through St. Johnôs Email Newsletter with 

a link to the weekly Parish Bulletin—
even when you are away from home. To be assured of 

this home delivery, please let the Parish Office know your 

email address. Be sure also to update the Parish list when 

your address changes.  

Peter Pan at the Spotlight Family Theater 

January 11, 12, 18 & 19 at 7pm 

January 13 at 1:30pm 

This wonderful classic by J.M. Barrie has been newly 

dramatized by a member of our company and is being 

presented for the first time at Kattar Hall, Holy Family 
Academy, 5925 W. Lake Street, St. Louis Park.  

With lively dances and exciting sword fights this rollick-

ing adventure will be a delight for children of all ages.  

There is no charge to attend, however a free-will offering 
will be taken. 

For more information: www.orgsites.com/mn/spotlightft" 

St. Nicholas Candlelight Dinner 

A huge THANK YOU to all of you 

wonderful parishioners who helped in so 
many ways to make our St. Nick's  

Dinner a most festive and enjoyable 

celebration!  It could not have happened without each 

one of you. 

Wishing you a most merry and blessed Christmas! 
ðElaine Anderson and Sharon Goergen 

Co-chairs 

Can Your Marriage Use Help? 

Twin Cities Retrouvaille is a Catholic sponsored help for 

marriages in difficulty. It begins with a weekend followed 

by shorter follow-up sessions. Retrouvaille was recently 
given a national award as ―the program that has had the 

most impact on marriages.‖ For information, please call 

651-464-5855 or go online at www.retrouvaille.org/tcr/htm.  



LLAMADOS POR DIOS 
 Al acercarse la Navidad, las Escrituras del 

Adviento nos llevan a un mundo de sueños, señales, 

maravillas y el milagro del nacimiento de una virgen. 

Muchas veces dejamos que los grandes relatos de nuestra 
fe, los que son más conocidos, simplemente nos pasen sin 

sentirlos. El relato del Evangelio de hoy sobre los 

acontecimientos previos al nacimiento del Señor parece 
una telenovela actual. Sin embargo, la valentía de José, aun 

en medio de una época que debe haber sido increíblemente 

confusa, nos brinda un modelo a seguir. Cada semana, Dios 
nos llama a aceptar el camino de la bondad y la verdad por 

medio de la proclamación de la palabra sagrada de Dios. 

Como José, somos llamados a hacer lo que el Señor nos 

ordena. Mientras estamos en el umbral de la Navidad, 
tengamos la valentía para estar abiertos a lo que sea, a lo 

que el Señor requiera de nosotros durante nuestra 

celebración del milagro de Belén. 
 

LECTURAS DE HOY 

Primera lectura — Isaías 7:10-14. 
Salmo — Salmo 24. 

Segunda lectura — Romanos 1:1-7. 

Evangelio — Mateo 1:18-24. 
LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA 
Lunes:  Gn 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17 

Martes:  Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-25 

Miércoles: Jue 13:2-7, 24-25a; Lc 1:5-25 
Jueves:  Is 7:10-14; Lc 1:26-38 

Viernes: Cant 2:8-14 o Sof 3:14-18a; Lc 1:39-45 

Sábado:  1 Sm 1:24-28; Lc 1:46-56 

Do- mingo: Is 
7:10-14; Sal 24

(23); Rom 1:1-

7;  

AVISOS 
Bautismos el domingo 27 de enero  

en la Misa de 3:00pm. 
Clase de bautismo sábado 12 de enero  

a las 5:00pm en el community room. 

 
Te esperamos este y todos los sábados al grupo 

de Oración a las 7:00pm. en el community room.  

¡Oremos para que los tiempos sean mejores! 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 
 Esta semana celebramos el nacimiento de 

Jesús, comenzando con la Misa de Gallo. A esta misa 

se le añade la tradición popular que ha comenzado en 

el hogar con pesebres, comidas y regalos. Se nos 
haría difícil imaginar terminar el año sin la Navidad. 

Pero el calendario cristiano sólo la ha festejado 

algunos 1800 años. Los primeros cristianos 
únicamente celebraban la Pascua de Resurrección, 

siguiendo lo que todos los evangelios nos relatan de 

los eventos de la pasión, muerte y resurrección de 
Jesús. Sólo Mateo y Lucas, mencionan su 

nacimiento. 

 Alrededor del año 200 d.C., los egipcios 

empezaron a conmemorar el nacimiento de Jesús el 
20 de marzo que era el noveno mes de su calendario. 

Con el tiempo, la idea de festejar el nacimiento del 

Mesías se extendió a otras comunidades cristianas, 
pero con diversas fechas como el 19 de abril, el 6 de 

enero, el 28 de marzo y otras. Fue hasta el siglo 

cuarto que se fijó la fecha para el 25 de diciembre, 
gracias a Juan Crisóstomo y al Papa Julio I. Otras 

fuentes señalan que en el año 366 los cristianos 

comenzaron a celebrar el nacimiento de Cristo, sol de 

justicia, precisamente el 25 de diciembre. 
 En realidad no sabemos cuándo nació Jesús, 

pero sí sabemos que hay que celebrar el hecho que 

Dios se hizo uno de nosotros. 

 

 

SANTA MISA, DOMINGOS 3:00PM 

PASTOR: REV. PADRE RALPH GOMAN 
DIACONO: REV. JUAN R. DURAN 

CELEBRANTE: REV. VICENTE MIRANDA 
CUARTO DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO 

23 DE DICIEMBRE DE 2007 

Misa de Navidad martes 25  

de diciembre  

a las 3:00pm. 


