“ARISE AND EAT, ELSE THE JOURNEY WILL BE TOO GREAT FOR YOU.” (I Kings 19:7)

DEAR PARISHIONERS, FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS:

Even though this is the fourth Sunday of Advent, it is also CHRISTMAS EVE.

Four Sundays ago we heard the prophet Jeremiah proclaim: "The days are coming says the
Lord." And throughout the days of Advent, the prophets continued to proclaim that that day of
the Lord is indeed coming. God's people, the Church, celebrates the arrival of that day on Christ-
mas and throughout the Christmas season. The child born this eve is the Savior of the

world! Christmas is the day that Jesus Christ, God, takes on our human form—not just two thousand years ago in the
stable of Bethlehem, but today! Once again, we welcome Jesus who walks the earth that we walk—in us, in the poor
and the forgotten, in the sick and the dying, in the relative or neighbor we know and like, in those who give happiness
and joy to our lives and in those who worry us, and in the stranger we don't know or are suspicious of, even in the ag-
gressor as well as in the victim. Today, and throughout all human existence, this Child born in the stable, lives the life
that we all live. With him and like him we live and die so that we can live eternally with him. For us who wait for his
birth for us and in us, who pray for the victory of Jesus in every person's life, who wait for the return of Christ in glory,
that day, the celebration of Christmas, has begun!

Pastor’s
Corner

A merry and blessed and happy Christmas to everyone of you, to all whom you love and care about.
—Father Ralph, and the parish staff

Our parish feast day almost always gets lost because it falls in the middle of the Christmas octave, on Wednesday,
December 27 this year. Mass is at 10 a.m. that day. Attend if you can, pray for our parish for sure, and read a chapter or
two of the Gospel of St. John the Evangelist.

Christmas Mass Music Thanks to St. John’s Parish!

Prelude

Be sure to come 30 minutes be-
fore the Christmas Masses to hear
and join in special Christmas
hymns and music. The choirs and
cantors have prepared lively and

lovely music to help us all enter
into the joyful spirit of Christmas.

Mass Intentions Week of December 24

Thank you for your generous donation of $212 from the
Thanksgiving Day Mass collection. Caring people such as
you assisting our families and individuals in need are
greatly appreciated by ICA. Your gift means Love, Hope
and Strength to your neighbors in need to help them be-
come more self-sufficient.

A special thanks to the school children of the parish for
their collection of food for our area’s people in need.

—Intercongregation Communities Association

Sat.  Dec. 23 5:00 pm  People of the Parish hrist is born, that by his birth he might restore your
Sun. Dec.24 10:00 am +Jerry Mulvehill nature.
2:00 pm People of the Community —St. Peter Chrysologus
CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES ]
5:00 pm {Mack Millerbernd Readings for the Week
10:00 pm  Peace in the Mideast Monday:  Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25;
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS NO B PIMASS Mt 1:1-25 [18-25] .
Mon.  Dec. 25 10:00 am People of the Parish Midnight: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14
NO HISPANIC MASS Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20
Tues. Dec. 26 5:30 pm  Lucille & Phil Schaefer Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18
Wed. Dec.27 10:00 am Waddick Family [1-5,9-14]
THURS. DEC. 28 5:30 PM COMMUNION SERVICE Tuesday:  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22
FRI. DEC. 29 8:00 AM COMMUNION SERVICE Wed.: 1Jn1:1-4; Jn20:1a, 2-8
Sat.  Dec. 30 8:00 am  Robert Gillespie Thursday: 1Jn 1:5 —2:2; Mt 2:13-18
5:00 pm  People of the Parish Friday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35
Sun. Dec.31 10:00 am tJoseph Hoffmann Saturday: 1 Jn2:12-17; Lk 2:36-40
Hispanic 2:30 pm  People of the Community Sun.: Sir 3:2-7, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28; Ps
6:00 pm  fHerman Terhar 128 or Ps 84; Col 3:12-21 [12-17] or 1 Jn 3:1-
Mon. Jan. 1 10:00 am People of the Parish 2,21-24; Lk 2:41-52
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St. John’s Catholic School will be kicking off our
Catholic School’s Week celebration on Sunday, January
21 at the 10 am Mass. Following the Mass, come join us
for our annual Pancake Breakfast and feel free to stay and
tour our fine school. If you are new to our parish or are
thinking of enrolling your child for next year, this event
marks the beginning of registration for the 2007/08 school
year. For more information on our school, please go to
our website at www.sjshopkins.org. We will be ending
our week of celebration with Bishop Pates presiding over
our January 28, 10 am Mass.

Congratulations to Honor Roll Students

At De LaSalle, Margaret Rachel James received 9th
Grade High Honors and Francesca Leigh Morizio re-
ceived 11th Grade Honors. At Benilde-St. Margaret’s
Lauren Carisch and Connor Gallagher received a Student
Recognition Award presented to those who “have made
BSM a better place.”

Saints & Special Observances

Sunday:  Fourth Sunday of Advent;

The Vigil of Christmas
Monday:  The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
Tuesday:  St. Stephen; First Day of Kwanzaa
Wednesday: St. John the Evangelist

Thursday: The Holy Innocents
Friday: Fifth Day in the Octave of Christmas;
St. Thomas Becket

—|— Faith Formation
<|><

Faith Formation Office Contact Information:
952-935-5536 ext. 4 or mstimmler@stjohnhopkins.org .

Margaret Stimmler, Director

Faith Formation is on Winter Break until January 7th.
January 7th is Confirmation 9th and 10th Grade meeting:
Mass at 6:00 pm, class at 7:00—8:00 pm
WINTER TEACHER WORKSHOP FOR CONFIRMATION TEACHERS,
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS, AND WED. EVENING TEACHERS:
Wednesday, January 3 Potluck 6 pm

Prayer 7 pm

Program 7:30-8:30 pm
All teachers make plans to attend!

WED. EVENING CLASS RESUMES January 10th 6:30-7:30 pm,
Reconciliation class January 10th.

FIRST RECONCILIATION SERVICE Saturday, Jan. 13th 10 am

Year-End

ALL 2006 CONTRIBUTIONS must
be postmarked by December 31 in order
for them to be credited towards your
2006 pledge commitment and included
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be recorded for 2007. Gifts of Stock are always welcome
and may be used to complete your annual pledge. Please
call Brook Sullivan for information (952-935-5536).

Center for Mission Office Thanks You

On behalf of the Church’s missionary efforts the Center
for Mission office of the Archdiocese thanks you for your
generous World Mission Sunday gift of $1,350.25 and for
your prayerful solidarity with the Church around the
world. Your generous missionary spirit makes a differ-
ence to those serving in the 1150+ mission dioceses strug-
gling to witness to Christ through word and deed.

—  Hopkins Catholic Youth Ministry
<|>< Robyn Magalska, Director

Youth Office Contact Information: 952-935-5536 ext. 6 or
robyn_magalska@yahoo.com .

There will be no Sunday Youth Gatherings
on December 24" or 31°.

If you’re looking for ways to spend your time during
Christmas Break, come join us to help with winter clean-
ing and painting in Leo’s Den. On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 27" and Thursday, December 28" there will be an
“open house” from 10AM-3PM each day. Come for as
long as your schedule allows. Bring a bag lunch if neces-
sary. Snacks and beverages will be provided. Come for
service hours or just to share your time and talents. There
will be many different jobs for people to do such as gen-
eral painting, design painting, construction, cleaning and
more. Contact the youth office for questions or just stop
down in your youth room ready to lend a helping hand.

All 10™ graders and older (including adults), mark your
calendars for January 5™ and 6™ for our FIL Retreat!
FIL stands for Faith Impacts Life and this is a great op-
portunity to see how faith and fun collide! The retreat
will begin on Friday at 7pm and conclude on Saturday at
9pm. We will have great discussions, great food, great
games and great fellowship! Permission slips and Code
of Conduct forms are required. The cost for the event is
$12. Contact the youth office if you are interested or if
you have questions. If you want to participate but you
cannot attend the entire time, that is fine but you must
give prior notification.



Information

2nd Annual St. Paul’s Day Mass
January 25, 2007 at the Cathedral of St. Paul
Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul

Patronal Feast Day of the Archdiocese of

Please join Archbishop Flynn in this Archdiocesan-wide
celebration of the conversion and missionary zeal of our
patron, St. Paul. We renew our call to be an evangelizing
community committed to ongoing Conversion, Mission-
ary Outreach and Universal Catholic Communion.
Mass will include:A Procession of the Nations
Multi-Lingual Liturgy
Recognition of Missionary Activities
Taste of the Nations Reception
For more info contact: the Worship Center 651-290-1625
or Center for Mission 651-291-4445.

Want to Give the Gift of Music ?

What better way than to share the gift of
song. Give voice lessons to family,
friends, or yourself, taught by our own
music director, Katie Schafer. Katie has
taught/sung professionally for almost 15
years, and teaches all levels, especially
beginners. Call for questions or gift
certificate at 612-600-6303.

Prayer Corner

Please pray for the Pederson family as they mourn the
death of Michael’s father, Richard.

Ruby Berg Kathy Kuehn
LeRoy Boklep Joseph Mannelly
Florence Bretson Ray Martineau
Bishop Joseph Charron Sr. Agnes Martinka
Elise Christianson Jerry Mashek

Mary Cipolla Marge Motzko
Theresa Corona & Baby Deacon Jim Murphy
Bobby Dwyer Nelson Family

Fr. Dennis Dunn Maryann Nordaune
Nancy Dussol Agnes Ongeri
Bishop Joseph Charron Mandy Quesnell
Joshua Engel Gen Sheats

Bud Ess Sandy Sperrazza
Dennis Faulkner Barb Tautin

Fr. Ralph Goman Irene Turmes
Debbie Griggs Nick & Christine Turmes
Elizabeth Hanley Barb & Bob Velner
Mary Hazlett Terri Vimr

Don & Gloria Herzog Jim Walker

Rose Holland

Donna Johanns
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Archdiocesan Outreach to Persons

with Disabilities

The Archdiocese is planning to offer the opportunity to
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation on September 9,
2007 at Archbishop’s Annual Mass for Persons with
disabilities. Do you know any one with special needs,
mental or physical disabilities that is 16 years or older,
who has not received the Sacrament of Confirmation? If
so, please call Fr. Shaji Joseph at 651-291-4543 or Tami
at 651-291-4488 or e-mail pazhus@archspm.org before
February 8th 2007.

J

Host Families Needed for Children’s
Program of Northern Ireland

Open your heart and home for five weeks this summer to
a 10- or 11-year old child from Northern Ireland. Over
4000 Catholic and Protestant boys and girls from Belfast
and surrounding communities have experienced the hos-
pitality of families like yours throughout the program’s 34
years of operation. Children selected to participate in the
program this summer will arrive in the Twin Cities June
26,2007 and depart with a lifetime of memories and
friendships on August 1, 2007. Call 651-405-1108 or
check out the website at www.cpni.org to find out how
your family can participate in this remarkable program.

Monday, December 25

Calendar PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

SCHOOL CLOSED & ON WINTER
BREAK UNTIL JAN. 8

7:30 pm AA—School Cafeteria
Tuesday, December 26

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
Wednesday, December 27

10:00 aAM Youth Winter Cleaning—LD
Thursday, December 28

6:30 PM Ensemble Choir—CH

7:00 PM Hispanic Community Meeting—CR
Saturday, December 30

7:00 PM Hispanic Prayer Group—CH

Sunday, December 31

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

11:00 AM  Decorate Church—CH

Monday, January 1

FEAST OF MARY THE MOTHER OF GOD, NEW YEARS DAY
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

10:00 AM  Mass—CH




